
 
 

Izmir HS festival artist biographies 
 

Artist biographies 

 

Kate Caster – Rep 
I have been around the world, working as an international school drama teacher in 
the United States, England, Germany, Australia, Vietnam and now in Romania. The 
places I’ve seen, the people I’ve met along the way and the experiences I’ve had 
have all shaped me into the person I am. 

I love working hard and playing hard which is why I love drama so much. 
Being part of an ensemble, learning, teaching, guiding and being guided are all the 
things I thrive on as a creator. 

I’ve also had many leadership roles wearing the hats of teacher, mentor, 
director, theatre manager, tech supervisor and head of the Arts programme. 
Because of these varied experiences I feel well-equipped to handle any festival and 
the many details that go into making an ISTA festival a unique and fabulous 
experience for all. 

 
Student ensemble leaders (SEL) 

 

Dinos Aristidou 
I’m a playwright, director and education consultant working in the United Kingdom 
and internationally. I was writer-in-residence at Mayflower Theatre, Southampton 
and am currently working as a dramaturg on a new musical. I’m the creative 
learning director of UCAN, working with blind young people and the artistic director 
of the Celebrating Our Stories Verbatim Theatre Festival for October 2020. 

My passion is for Verbatim Theatre, working with communities to discover 
empowering ways of theatrically presenting untold stories. My work with students 
and teachers focuses on reflection, the role it plays in learning, in making art, in 
social activism and in building compassion. As an artist I am inquiring into what it 
means to make art with kindness. 

 

Bill Bowers 
I have appeared on Broadway in The Lion King and The Scarlet Pimpernel and in 
theatres throughout the United States, Europe and Asia. A student of the legendary 
mime Marcel Marceau, I now perform my solo plays throughout the world. I also 
teach Movement at New York University and Stella Adler Studios in New York City. 

I live in New York City but grew up in the wilds of Montana and from a young 
age had an attraction to the 'big quiet' of the vast western landscape. I began to 
study what can be said without using words which led me to the art of mime. I 
present master classes for TaPS and IB Teacher Training, perform my solo plays at 
ISTA events and have been a SEL at numerous ISTA festivals.  
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Fenella Kelly 
I am a drama specialist and dancer who has worked as a teacher, teacher trainer, 
director, choreographer and performer. I studied drama and theatre in education for 
my undergraduate and masters degrees. Over the years my work has taken me to 
Istanbul, Sao Paulo, Cairo, Mumbai, Portugal and Hong Kong. Now I am a freelance 
artist based in the United Kingdom. 

I started off as a musician and dancer and have been in jazz bands and 
contemporary dance companies internationally. Since 2008 I have been learning 
Kathakali (dance theatre from southern India). I have initiated theatre programmes in 
schools around Istanbul, remote parts of Ethiopia and in Dharavi, the largest slum in 
Asia. 

 
External workshop leader biographies 
 
Valantis Stamelos 
I am a former producer for MTV Networks and Nickelodeon who has been producing films in 
Turkey over the past 10 years. I’ve been the IB Film instructor for the past 4 years here at ACI. 

What drives me as an artist is a love for filmmaking and bringing stories to life. The power 
of film is universal and can transport any viewer to another part of the universe in the blink of an 
eye. Working with others to create that magic is what makes life exciting. 
 
Susan King-Lachance 
Educational theatre was my life for over thirty years. I taught high school theatre in five countries, 
took kids to countless ISTA festivals spread over four continents, served as ISTA Rep in Europe, 
led workshops at IB TaPs in Asia, taught here at ACI and directed my share of shows. I now enjoy 
a quiet life in a goat village on the Aegean. 

Working with young people is a passion of mine, as is world theatre practices. Through 
ISTA, I have experienced such wonders as a Chinese Opera version of Hamlet, sacred temple 
dances in Bali and Noh and Kabuki in Japan.   
 
Matthew Haughn 
I have been an artist my entire life and have taught Visual Arts in the classroom since 1997. I 
started my career in the southern United States in Atlanta, Georgia and also have taught in 
Washington, D.C. before moving abroad. I attended the University of Georgia and I am a proud 
‘Bulldog’ graduate from the Lamar Dodd School of Art in Athens, Georgia.  

I try to take risks with my students and also in my personal artistic endeavors. I am always 
trying to push further than the previous lesson or day in the studio.  
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