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Debra Kidd – Artistic director (AD) 
For 21 years I taught drama to children as young as four right through to high 
school and even at university. Now I work with teachers and students in schools 
around the world, exploring how drama can bring learning to life. This might involve 
leading them through curriculum development or it might involve talking about 
leadership.  

Knowing how important the arts is to human development drove me to do my 
doctorate in education and to write four books about education placing the arts, 
creativity and humanity at the heart of learning. I believe that the arts have many 
benefits for well being and for learning, but most of all, I believe that the arts have 
the power to change the world and so most of my work centres around 
empowerment. A Pedagogy of Power. 

I’ve filled the role of AD at many festivals, from primary to high school and it’s 
a wonderful honour to help to shape and craft the great ideas that students 
generate when they attend a festival and to pull together the creative output of the 
artists. It’s a great privilege and one I never tire of. 
 

 

Sita Verma – Rep 
I am of a Swedish-Indian-Danish mix with my roots scattered over the globe. I 
studied acting with Uta Hagen in New York, Shakespeare with Shakespeare and 
Company in MA and worked as an actor for 15 years. I have also worked with the 
United Nations and I am the director of the Swedish Theatre Association’s 
pedagogical department. 

I am passionate about understanding how a character becomes truthful. I 
love directing my students and helping them develop their characters. I was 
introduced to ISTA when I started working in international schools and it truly 
opened up my eyes to a different world. I have been a passionate ISTA fan ever 
since. 

I have brought students to numerous festivals around Asia and was part of 
hosting our first festival in Phnom Penh (however I left the school before and never 
got to be part of it). I have hosted many other creative festivals as well, such as the 
yearly set design festival in Sweden. I have worked as a DP teacher for five years. 
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Student ensemble leaders (SEL) 

 

Anna Andresen 
I'm an actor, writer and director based in London. Since graduating from both the 
Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and Drama Centre London I've 
worked extensively across the industry. From West End theatre, television and film 
to writing, producing and performing a one-woman comedy show for Edinburgh, 
coaching students applying for drama school and leading workshops in both 
London and New York.  

I'm especially interested in theatre as a storytelling medium and take 
inspiration from ordinary and extraordinary places, people and real-life events to 
vividly recreate experiences and memories in a unique theatrical medium. Much of 
my work has involved immersive-style performance to take an audience on a 
journey that entertains but also connects them in a more immediate and educational 
way. 
 

 

Christina Fulcher 
I am a classically trained dancer who specialises in theatre, dance and opera. I 
taught high school theatre, dance and technical theatre in San Diego before 
completing an MFA. Currently in London as a movement director, where I have 
worked on several operas and musicals as well as an artist in residence in 
Singapore, Greece, California and London. 

I am a passionate educator who collaborates with the ensemble to inspire, 
create and transform. Through inclusive practice, I combine dance styles to develop 
an innovative movement vocabulary to awaken the environment of the play. I work 
to heighten physicality and invite imagery into the devising process. 

 

Emily Jane Grant 
I am a bilingual facilitator, director and performer and run my own company Join the 
Dots Theatre as well as working freelance. I trained at Middlesex University, 
E.N.S.A.T.T in France and then with Moon Fool company with whom I work with as 
an associate artist. This collaboration has been instrumental in shaping my physical 
work and building on my musicality. 

I have been lucky enough to work across the world touring shows and 
workshops. I am always amazed at how theatre opens the mind – creating spaces 
in which we question, dream, create and share and connect. I thrive on the magic of 
masks, the power of ensemble work and the rhythm and music that exists in 
everything we do. 
 

 

Ben Vardy 
When I was 18 years old, I thought I wanted to build spaceships. Aged 20, I wanted 
to be a philosopher. By the time I reached the ripe old age of 22, I realised that what 
I really wanted to do was make theatre. In 2011 I formed a theatre company, with 
eight friends, called the Wardrobe Ensemble.   

Outside of theatre, I love playing saxophone and creating puns. In 2017 I won 
a UK-wide, live-punning competition called Pundemonium. As a theatre maker, I am 
driven to create performances that feel alive, accessible and exciting – that ignite 
the audience’s imaginations and make them laugh, think and cry (not necessarily in 
that order.) 
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External workshop leader biographies 
 
Gabin Assouramou 
I am a professional musician from Benin, West Africa, with 25 years of teaching experience. I 
have participated in festivals and concerts with several bands in Belgium, France, South Korea, 
Sweden, Costa Rica, U.S., Burkina Faso, Côte d'Ivoire, Republic of Congo, Ghana, Niger, Benin, 
Togo.Through the years I have taught African percussion, drum set and guitar to students from 
Kindergarten to High-School in America, Benin and Togo. I studied music in London Centre for 
Contemporary Music, London, U.K and got a diploma in music performance and production 
Coursework in ear training, harmony and theory, music production and recording, applied 
drumming technique, rhythmic independence, sight reading, theory of rhythm, and studio 
percussion. 
 
Mira Modly 
I am a visual artist originally from Chicago, Illinois, I have taught at International schools in the 
United States, North Africa, East Asia and Europe. In addition, I have studied and performed 
flamenco dance for over 20 years and trained with artists Edo Sie, Azucena Vega, Manuel Reina 
and Noelia Vargas.   
As a dancer, I am interested in the communication of an aesthetic experience that transcends 
traditional forms.  
 
 
Lino Da Silva 
I am a professional circus trainer who moved from my native Brazil to Germany a few years ago. I 
teach a wide variety of activities, such as Capoeira, acrobatics and general performance skills to 
both children and adults. I have performed professionally many times and I lead a number of 
circus workshops locally. 
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