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Artist biographies 

 

Sally Robertson – Rep 
I was born and brought up in the north of England and didn’t travel abroad until I 
was 18. In my third year of college I was asked if I’d be interested in doing my final 
teaching practice at a British International School in Rome. I couldn’t pack my bags 
quickly enough. I remember queuing, a few years later, at the Bouffes du Nord in 
Paris for one of the last tickets for Peter Brooke’s production of The Tempest. I was 
blown away by the magic. The stage was set for three decades of travel, teaching in 
international schools and a passion for theatre. 
          The most significant artistic experience I recall was spending two years in 
Paris studying with Monika Pagneux. From this I developed a fundamental respect 
for the craft of the actor (the physical actor, that is) and for ensemble. I love 
watching an individual student grow in confidence and awareness through theatre 
and I love watching an ensemble build from the first tentative steps to a bond that is 
as strong as any. 
           Now I am less artist/teacher and more manager/leader. I have been 
Executive Director of ISTA for 18 years. Leadership for me is about being a good 
listener, caring, having a good sense of humour and using every ounce of 
experience to inform good decisions. I have been involved with ISTA for almost 35 
years and feel completely blessed to be surrounded by so many inspiring, talented 
and simply lovely colleagues and friends. 

 
Student ensemble leaders (SEL) 

 

Simon Bell 
I was born in the United Kingdom and trained as an actor in Bristol. I worked 
professionally as an actor and for the past 15 years have taught theatre at schools 
in the United Kingdom and internationally. I am now excited to once again be a 
freelance artist. 

My main interests as a theatre artist are in devised collaborative theatre and 
movement. I particularly enjoy devising social and political theatre using physicality. 
I am inspired by the work of Complicité, Frantic Assembly, DV8 and practitioners 
such as Pina Bausch, Peter Brook, Artaud and Lecoq.   
 

 

Dylan George 
I have loved, cried, giggled and burped on numerous stages across Canada, both 
indoor and out, including works for my own award-winning theatre company based 
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in Toronto. I have been shot, made love and bared my fangs in front of the camera 
and more recently, worked behind it capturing the magic of others. 
  I mostly enjoy physically dynamic and visually interesting artistic works. I’m a 
big fan of multimedia integration while keeping a strong focus on the simple 
humanistic element of live performance. I love live music, especially when musicians 
and actors come together in one performance space. 
 

 

Nicole Glisson 
I began on my international teaching adventure in the United Kingdom, before then 
traversing through Malaysia, Turkey, China and finally appearing downstage 
Singapore. Growing up in a sleepy little beach town in Tasmania, Australia, I have 
now lived in some of the biggest bustling cities of the world – both sides of which 
experiences have shaped my approach to theatre and life. 

I have always been fascinated by the complex stories explored through 
movement. Physical theatre, dance, mime, choreographed scene changes = 
endless possibilities. I have taught drama, dance and yoga to a whole range of ages 
and abilities and believe that theatre is for everyone. I am also really interested in 
the links between theatre and wellness. Let’s share some stories. 
 

 

Shane Jones 
I work as a freelance director, choreographer and producer of theatre. Born in New 
Zealand I now live in Australia working freelance for a variety of theatre companies 
across text-based theatre to musicals to physical theatre. Initially trained in dance, 
acting and physical theatre it did not take long before I discovered a love for 
directing. 

I have completed post-graduate studies in Directing at the National Institute 
of Dramatic Art in Sydney, travelled to New York City to study physical actor 
training with the SITI Company and I was awarded a Mike Walsh Fellowship to 
study Film Directing at New York Film Academy in NYC. As a director working 
across diverse mediums I am committed to creating and retelling engaging 
contemporary stories of social relevance and importance. 

 
 
External workshop leader biographies 
 
Anna Erikson 
I grew up and lived and worked internationally my whole life and love every minute of it. I am 
passionate about writing and have been doing so since I was in primary school. I am especially 
drawn to poetry; I love to read it, write it and perform it. The spoken word is an amazing tool for 
expression and I have discovered that expressing identity through the spoken word is an 
incredibly powerful and empowering moment for students. It has since become my passion to 
help every student find their inner poet and empower their creative self.  
 
Daniel Pearton 
I am an Australian who lived in Beijing for five years until recently embarking on a new adventure 
to Bangkok, Thailand.  I have been playing music and acting from an early age and am a musical 
theatre addict. However, my time in China has given me a real appreciation and understanding of 
the Chinese traditional arts. 
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I have an absolute passion for watching and experiencing theatre, contemporary dance 
and contemporary art. My travels throughout the world have opened doors to new and exciting 
forms of art. I am passionate about devising theatre for young people. 

 
Hannah Northcott 
I live in leggings and drive a three-wheeled tuk tuk in Beijing where I teach drama and direct 
theatre productions at the International School of Beijing, facilitate yoga retreats and inspire 
women through fitness. Combining elements of yoga and theatre, I create transformative 
experiences to awaken the magic within us. 

Having received a BA in Broadcast Communication, a masters degree in Imaginative 
Education at Simon Fraser University, a master yoga instructor certification and drama training at 
the Lee Strasberg Theater Institute in New York and in Meyerhold’s biomechanics at Kuala 
Lumpur, I continue to be inspired by artists, students and teachers worldwide. 
 
Pak Made Agus Wardana 
At the age of five my family taught me to dance and play Gamelan — the traditional Indonesian 
percussion orchestra. I graduated from Sekolah Tinggi Seni Indonesia (STSI) the advanced 
school for the arts of Indonesia in 1995 with title of Master of Music. In 1994 I received the prize 
of Best Performer of the Year at the Balinese Traditional Art Festival which was presented by the 
Governor of Bali. Subsequently I was invited to play on tours in Belgium, Germany, India and 
South Korea. Since then I have performed and worked with young people from all over the world 
sharing the unique sound of Gamut and Gamelan. I enjoy that with each workshop students find 
the process exciting and use the traditional art form a way to express their happiness and energy 
through their voices. 
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