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Artist biographies 

 

Louise Clark 
I have always loved and will forever be passionate about theatre. I have a BA in 
Theatre and Performance and a MA in Drama and Theatre Education. I'm a proud 
Yorkshire lass born and bred but my varied and exciting freelance life as an actor, 
director, writer and teacher allows me to travel the world. 

I am excited by theatre as a tool. A tool to engage people in the world 
around them and particularly to engage learners of all ages, from nursery to 
retirement. A tool to explore people, places, histories, global issues and events, 
stories and - best of all - the land of our imaginations. 

I am artistic director of Libellule Theatre which specialises in touring 
productions for three to five year olds and have directed many styles of 
performance from one woman – indoors and intimate to outdoor – whole 
community and site specific. I am also a drama education consultant for schools 
and local authorities, inspiring and guiding teachers in the use of drama as part of 
everyday classroom practice. 

 

 

Helen Abbott 
I studied a BA in Acting at Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and an MA in 
Shakespeare and Theatre and am now a theatre director and practitioner. I also 
work on new scripts as a dramaturg. I was the 2017 recipient of the John Fernald 
Award which led to my role as AD for Persuasion at the Royal Exchange Theatre 
and in 2018 I co-founded the theatre company Light Bulbs in Soil. 

I love creating work, whether from scripted material or devised. I am always 
amazed at how a group of individuals can go from discussing a concept to 
performing inspirational pieces of drama that can educate and entertain. I am 
particularly interested in how classical work can be re-imagined for the audience of 
today. 

I have worked for ISTA as an artist since 2011 becoming an event 
coordinator in the summer of 2018. I love being challenged in different ways and 
Repping gives me the chance to experience a festival from a different perspective 
and to connect more with the teachers which I am very much looking forward to.  

 
Student ensemble leaders (SEL) 

1 



 

Mary-Frances Doherty 
I am an actress and theatre maker from the United Kingdom and creative director of 
Curious Doings, Northern Ireland’s leading devised theatre company. I graduated 
from the Scottish Academy of Music and Drama with a BA in Contemporary Theatre 
Practice and have performed my shows in Singapore, Belgium, Germany and New 
York as well as extensively throughout the United Kingdom and Ireland. 

As an artist I love being part of new and exciting experiences. I make 
unique, original theatre that aims to create a strong emotional connection with my 
audience. I am particularly interested in creating theatre for young audiences and 
I'm constantly challenging myself to find imaginative ways to deal with and explore 
difficult subject matters. 

 

Debra Kidd 
For 21 years I taught drama to children as young as four right through to high 
school and even at university. Now I work with teachers and students in schools 
around the world, exploring how drama can bring learning to life. This might involve 
leading them through curriculum development or it might involve talking about 
leadership.  

Knowing how important the arts is to human development drove me to do 
my doctorate in education and to write four books about education placing the arts, 
creativity and humanity at the heart of learning. I believe that the arts have many 
benefits for well being and for learning, but most of all, I believe that the arts have 
the power to change the world and so most of my work centres around 
empowerment. A Pedagogy of Power. 

I’ve filled the role of AD at many festivals, from primary to high school and 
it’s a wonderful honour to help to shape and craft the great ideas that students 
generate when they attend a festival and to pull together the creative output of the 
artists. It’s a great privilege and one I never tire of. 

 

James Lehmann 
I am originally from Scotland and have been involved with ISTA for 25 years both as 
an artist and teacher at schools in Geneva (ISG) and Brussels (ISB). I have trained in 
improvisation with Keith Johnstone, movement with Lorna Marshall, singing with 
Michael Deason-Barrow and teaching with Mike Pasternak. 

My interests as an artist are wide and diverse—I have as much fascination 
for creating theatre pieces from scratch as I do for taking a classically scripted 
piece and reworking it. I enjoy the process of weaving the design and performance 
elements of theatre into something coherent and expressive. 

 

Awelani Moyo 
I was born in Zimbabwe and grew up in South Africa where I first studied drama. I 
completed my PhD in Theatre Studies in the United Kingdom and lived in southeast 
Asia for five years. I have a background as performer, writer and director, and now 
live in Spain with my husband.  

I enjoy creating original and devised performances based on my personal 
experiences and in the past few years I have been exploring my Shona 
Zimbabwean/Venda South African heritage through research and experimentation. 
I’m interested in using storytelling and music to create a sense of community and 
belonging. 
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Ben Vardy 
When I was 18 years old, I thought I wanted to build spaceships. Aged 20, I wanted 
to be a philosopher. By the time I reached the ripe old age of 22, I realised that what 
I really wanted to do was make theatre. In 2011 I formed a theatre company, with 
eight friends, called the Wardrobe Ensemble.   

Outside of theatre, I love playing saxophone and creating puns. In 2017 I 
won a UK-wide, live-punning competition called Pundemonium. As a theatre maker, 
I am driven to create performances that feel alive, accessible and exciting – that 
ignite the audience’s imaginations and make them laugh, think and cry (not 
necessarily in that order.) 

 
External workshop leader biographies 

 
Carl Robinson 
I am a drama teacher at the International School of Brussels and a theatre maker with Light Bulbs 
in Soil Theatre Company. I like to think I have some of the spirit of Peter Pan inside me - the boy 
who never grew up - so play and imagination are both important elements to the work I make. 
Theatre-making for me is about the collaborating and when you're playing around, trying to pull 
everyone's ideas together, then sparks of creativity start flying - well then that's where the fun 
really starts. 
 
Ellie Bryce 
I am a designer, writer, artist, filmmaker, technician and maker. I work regularly with Barumbara 
Collective (performance art), Ballets Confidentiels (site specific contemporary dance) and Light 
Bulbs in Soil (theatre) and I have worked on theatre, opera, performance art and dance in the UK, 
France, Belgium, the USA and Colombia. I am interested in transforming found materials, 
particularly recovered packaging, challenging established theatrical convention in a way that is 
provocative, intelligent and playful and using technology openly as an expressive art in itself. 
 
Cat Leclerc 
I am a choir director and performance teacher at the International School of Brussels. Coming 
from a background in classical music, opera, musical theatre and dance, I like to think of myself 
as a theatrical musician! I am an active artist in the ISB community, and also in the wider Brussels 
community. Music and performance are at the core of who I am. Watching what the performing 
arts can do for young people is exciting and refreshing. It provides the opportunity to explore 
meaning in the world around us and a chance to lose or find ourselves in a reality that we create. 
It renews my feeling of optimism about my own life and that of future generations. 
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