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Student ensemble leaders (SEL) 

 

Joshua Hatt 
I am an international drama teacher and probably the biggest theatre nerd you’ll 
come across. I am obsessed with learning and sharing in artistic experiences with 
everyone and anyone who will listen. Originally from Canada, I now live and work all 
over the world to share the richness that dramatic experiences can bring to anyone. 

My dramatic interests include physical theatre, Commedia dell’Arte, 
melodrama, mask, improvisation, voice work and puppetry. My passion lies in 
devising theatre pieces using the basics all the way to the bells and whistles. Drama 
truly is my passion and sharing all that drama has to offer anyone is my mission.  
 

 

Desta Haile 
I'm a Bangkok-born British Eritrean, who grew up all around the world and now 
calls London home. I've been part of ISTA festivals for almost 20 years now, as 
student, ensemble leader, visiting teacher and host. 

Each festival is an adventure. I'm fascinated by music, language and how 
theatre is used to build communities and improve lives. Working with the Theatre of 
the Oppressed in Brazil and touring as a vocalist with many different international 
artists has really informed and enriched my practice. I feel fortunate to have learned 
so much with every ISTA experience. 

 
External workshop leader biographies 
 
Vicki Galloway-Place 
I am an English theatre specialist, director and playwright currently based in the United Arab 
Emirates. I have been teaching and directing for over 17 years both in the United Kingdom and 
internationally. I specialize in creative Verbatim theatre and ensemble performance. 

My practice focuses on developing creative Verbatim performances from recorded 
interviews within an identified community, with the aim of giving voices to the voiceless, drawing 
on a range of theatrical techniques. I love never knowing what the final performance will look like 
and collaborating with many different arts specialists along the way. I am passionate about 
ensuring theatre is accessible for all no matter your location or background. 
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