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Debbie Kidd– Artistic director (AD) 
For 21 years I taught drama to children as young as four right through to high 
school and even at university. Now I work with teachers and students in schools 
around the world, exploring how drama can bring learning to life. This might involve 
leading them through curriculum development or it might involve talking about 
leadership.  

Knowing how important the arts is to human development drove me to do my 
doctorate in education and to write four books about education placing the arts, 
creativity and humanity at the heart of learning. I believe that the arts have many 
benefits for well being and for learning, but most of all, I believe that the arts have 
the power to change the world and so most of my work centres around 
empowerment. A Pedagogy of Power. 

I’ve filled the role of AD at many festivals, from primary to high school and it’s 
a wonderful honour to help to shape and craft the great ideas that students 
generate when they attend a festival and to pull together the creative output of the 
artists. It’s a great privilege and one I never tire of. 
 

 

Daphne Said – Rep 
I studied English and Theatre at the University of Malta and then furthered my 
education at Loughborough, Leicester and LIPA. Every educational experience gave 
me an insight into teaching, working collaboratively with others and leading 
effectively. I joined the international school world in 2010 and have taught in Malta 
and Rome.  

ISTA was a great addition to my teaching experience, I have participated in 
festivals, professional development workshops and hosted festivals in Malta. 
Getting into teaching 17 years ago I never really thought I would be able to be a full 
time teacher and artist… but it's happened.  

I've worked with students of different ages and many nationalities, performed 
in a variety of roles, on stage and on screen and directed full scale performances. 
But above all through theatre I have met some amazing people that each have left a 
mark on my life. I am now an IB examiner focusing mainly on the Director’s 
Notebook component. 
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Student ensemble leaders (SEL) 

 

Matt Baker 
I am a composer and musical director based in the United Kingdom. I am artistic 
director of Theatre in the Quarter which creates dynamic new work with actors and 
artists, choirs and young people. I am musical director of British choir A Handbag of 
Harmonies, LGBT Choir Proud Marys. I have composed for several UK theatres and 
have been composer of world renowned Chester Mystery Plays for the past twenty 
years.  

Through ISTA I have had the privilege of many years of experience working 
internationally as a musical director with so many wonderful students. I am 
passionate about enabling people of all ages and backgrounds to create new 
theatre, often with music, inspired by the world they live in, a world that has passed 
or a world they would like to create. 

 

Jane Coulston 
I am the director of Beyond Repair Dance company and alongside my uber talented 
team I create original productions for events, television, advertising and film. After a 
longish stint as an artistic gymnast, I changed direction and trained as a 
professional dancer at Trinity Laban in London. 

My artistic ambition is to build new audiences for contemporary dance, 
giving people an opportunity to appreciate dance in an open, all-inclusive and 
accessible way. I strongly believe that movement tells stories in a way that 
resonates like no other medium – making us connect to the performance on a 
deeply personal level.  
 

 

Vicki Close 
After four years of teaching at my hometown high school in Canada, I felt the need 
for a little adventure. A two year leave of absence to teach in Bahrain turned into 19 
years (and counting) of international school adventures in Norway, Thailand and The 
Philippines. I currently call Prague home.  

I am primarily a teacher-director with a passion for collaborative and 
ensemble theatre. A required Introduction to Theatre Crafts course in university 
opened my eyes to the creative and organisational challenges of technical theatre, 
stage management, design and directing. I left the world of performing and never 
looked back.  

   

 

Jaques de Silva 
I am an award-winning performer, theatre maker and teacher who recently scooped 
up the 2018 Naledi Award for best performer in a play for young audiences. I 
currently teach mime and physical theatre at the Market Theatre Laboratory and the 
University of the Witwatersrand. I am also a skilled workshop facilitator utilised by a 
variety of schools.  

I am inspired by finding new and exciting ways to use the body as a tool for 
storytelling. I found my voice while exploring the relationship between my own body 
and space. As a facilitator I hope to help learners to find their stories, voices and a 
love for the ability of their unique bodies. 
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Mike Pasternak  
I am recently retired, after many years at the International School of Geneva (Ecolint) 
with teaching experiences in Canada, United Kingdom and the United States 
following a brief sojourn as a university research fellow – exploring theatre and 
learning approaches. ISTA posts include ensemble leader/teacher trainer, president 
of the board of trustees and honorary life member.  
         I have always loved stories—through speech, song, image or movement— 
always been fascinated by accounts of the human adventure. The urge to learn 
pulled me into contact with the theories of Laban. My growth as a theatre person 
was heavily influenced by personal experiences and interactions with Boal, Barba, 
Brook and Benison. 

 
 
  

 
External workshop leader biographies 
 
Maureen Hahner 
I have 20 plus professional years in theatre. My education and experience includes The School at 
Steppenwolf Theatre in Chicago, Yale School of Drama, 15 years of the Sanford Meisner Method 
in NYC and Chicago. I have directed stage professionally with productions in Chicago, NYC, and 
London. Currently, I helms WIN: Writers Innovative Network and shepherds new plays by rising, 
groundbreaking playwrights as a dramaturg, editor and director. I have also worked as a 
freelance coach for actors and I have  founded ensemble member of the award winning The Gift 
Theatre in Chicago. 
 
Jessica Russo-Scherr 
I am an internationally exhibiting artist and the recipient of the prestigious Fulbright Grant.  I teach 
IBDP Visual Art Teacher at Frankfurt International.  My artwork is about personal experiences and 
the relationship between people and places. I use portraits, nature, and architecture to give form 
to emotional experiences. My subjects are frequently depicted in solitary, social and spiritual 
situations. I truly believe that art is a tool to help us understand cultural and ourselves within that 
culture. 
 
Tonja Van Helden 
I have studied Comparative Literature at the University of Colorado and completed my Ph.D. in 
2012. My choreographic work and research focuses on the intersection between form, gesture 
and style based on my movement studies and practice of Ausdruckstanz and Tanztheater.  My 
movement style and pedagogical approach connects dance, video, sound and gesture in 
contemporary ways that present contrasting modes of physical expression. I have additionally 
trained in classical and modern dance with Jo Siska, Kelvin O’Hardy, and Susanne Linke in 
Berlin. Since 2016, and I choreographed for over 20 productions at Gallus Theatre and Frankfurt 
English Theatre alongside director, Michael Gonszar. 
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