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FINDING OUR WAY
Life and teaching Drama amidst the Coronavirus crisis 

My wife and daughter planned to visit The Philippines for seven 
days over the Chinese New Year and brought only that amount of 
luggage. Now we are going on five weeks. If you know the movie Lost in Translation, that is how we
feel sometimes. So we are buying more clothes, trying to move around a bit and of course, the
online teaching takes up a lot of time. Someone would think if they had an unexpected five week
long vacation in the middle of winter it would be welcome but the reality is there is so much
uncertainty it is hard to enjoy this time. We have gained solace from realising how much more
difficult other families of our students have had it and we have tried to be grateful that our
experience has not been more difficult.

PERSONAL LIFE

LIFE WHERE WE LIVE
The Philippines is not affected by the Coronavirus. We are staying at my father-in-law’s house in 
the Iloilo province of Panay Island. It is far from everything and very boring. We have the computer
but no TV and if we want to go somewhere, we go to the mall. We have stayed at a few hotels over
this time just to have a break and give my wife’s parents a break. I don’t think they expected us to 
be visiting for over a month. Another difficulty is that our subdivision experiences ‘brownouts’
sometimes. This is when the power goes out for anywhere from 3 hours up to 24 hours. The
brownouts make life really miserable and when they happen we are fleeing to the mall! Overall, we
feel really grateful we have a place to stay and there is a strong family community that supports us.

TEACHING LIFE
Even just thinking about teaching Drama exclusively online is strange. I have tried to stay true to
the original curriculum as much as possible but there are many aspects to consider. One aspect I
have been wanting to utilise more is students filming their work. Our school is very tech savvy so
there are many platforms for doing this. Another aspect is that our students may not always be
able to understand and interpret English directions. Another aspect is time differences. We have
students all over the world and we have to be sensitive and flexible with deadlines and the amount
of work we are assigning. Another aspect is the Grade 12 High Level Theatre students. They are
being forced to complete their tasks primarily online. It must be nerve racking for them and I feel
so stressed just trying to lend support and knowing our deadlines are looming. Overall, the HL
students have been on track and I believe they will stay on track. The MYP students have mostly
project based assignments and this is surprisingly conducive to online learning as long as the
instructions for the project are clear and there are not too many steps or insufficient online
support and tools.


