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TELL US ABOUT HOW YOUR PERSONAL LIFE HAS CHANGED.
If I could describe my personal life here in Hong Kong I would use 
the word ‘tense’. This city has had a rocky start to the school year with protests and now the
virus conditions are disturbing everyday life. I am walking a delicate balance between not
putting myself in harm's way and not going stir crazy inside my small Hong Kong apartment! It’s
not that drastic but I am a Drama teacher after all!
 
TELL US ABOUT WHAT IT IS LIKE WHERE YOU LIVE.
Here in Hong Kong there are no specifically restrictive quarantine conditions except shows
cancelling, working from home encouraged and minimising public congregations. The schools
have been closed till the 20th of April. However, the EDB has allowed for small groups of exam
classes to come into Harrow.
 
Our school very kindly allowed teachers to leave Hong Kong if they wished, so long as they kept
on Hong Kong time when they taught online. 
 
My partner and I decided to stay. There were a couple of reasons for this. Mainly it was a waste
of money for us and a bit of solidarity with the city I now call home.
 
TELL US ABOUT HOW YOUR TEACHING LIFE HAS CHANGED. 
Each day we log onto the online platform of Zoom to teach our lesson from Year 6 all the way
to our Year 13s. We also utilise Google Classroom to set work and deliver materials to pupils.
Whilst I miss the one to one interaction with pupils and other staff members, I commend
everyone on adapting to this new learning environment. I will not lie, in the beginning most of
my classes consisted of quotes like: ‘How do I mute you all?’ or ‘OK, I’m going to do something
and I hope it works!’ Or even: ‘Wait a second. Why can’t I hear anyone?’
 
As director in residence it has been particularly challenging. In our first term we staged the
senior school production which this year was slated to be an immersive piece of theatre based
on the myth of Orpheus and his journey into the underworld. All was going well right up to
production week when the protesters stormed Polytechnic University and the EDB closed all
schools for the safety of the pupils. My heart sank that this rather ambitious piece of theatre 
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would never see the light of day! It came to the Monday when schools were still closed and we
discovered they would reopen on Wednesday that we all hit action stations. We held an online
meeting via Zoom with pupils to work out a plan. Wednesday we ran a dress and tech rehearsal
all in one and then we opened our show for one night only on Thursday with rave reviews. I
was so proud of my performers!
 
We have also been rehearsing the musical Annie all through the first term and the start of this
term till we were closed. This continues to be the biggest juggling competition, with new dates
for this show changing each time the EDB extends the closure. Musical Theatre International
has been nothing but supportive of us by extending rentals, changing performance dates and
even agreeing to a reduced performance. With the changing nature of this environment I think
we are currently on Plan D with this show but who knows if that will change… Annie the podcast
anyone?
 
WHAT DO YOU WISH OTHERS KNEW ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE?
It’s not that bad here? Life is going on as usual, albeit under some interesting circumstances. It
has been wonderful for the expat community as I feel some comradery has developed so we all
don’t get cabin fever! I have never felt scared or worried.
 
WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED FROM THIS EXPERIENCE BOTH PERSONALLY AND/OR
PROFESSIONALLY?
This has been a lesson in both resilience (for pupils and teachers) and taking advantage of the
circumstances.
 
I am overwhelmed and impressed by the resilience our pupils have shown. When talking to
them about the constrained conditions under which we would mount a show, it surprised me
how adaptable and excited they were. Their willingness to take on the circumstances is
refreshing to see. Their determination to get the show to the stage has been what has kept me
going through some tough times here.
 
It has also been challenging teaching Drama via webcam. However, as a department we
embraced it and are exploring some lesser utilised areas of our discipline. The pupils have
loved the units we are running on radio plays (or podcasts as they correct me with) and
produced some great work. It has been a great time to work specifically on the voice with
pupils as well. When we reopen I expect we will have the most articulate and vocally expressive
actors in years!
 
WHAT HAS BEEN SOMETHING POSITIVE THAT HAS COME OUT OF THIS EXPERIENCE?
It has been a hard reminder of ‘the show must go on!’ It has done wonders to bond our
department and also given some time to reflect on why we do what we do in the arts and
education.


