
M A R C H  2 0 2 0  |  B E H I N D  T H E  S C E N E S

WHAT IT IS LIKE WHERE I LIVE
I live in Hong Kong but I left for 17 days. The city ran out of masks just before 
the Chinese New Year (CNY) holiday and after the week long break I came back and masks were still out of
stock. I felt like I was judged every time I went outside without a mask and people would always ask me
where my mask was. I often had to reply with ‘it is hard to wear a mask when you can’t buy any’. So any time
my friends said, ‘Oh, I am running out of masks, I wish I could get more’, I always responded with, ‘At least
you have some to begin with’. One friend even told me I should not leave my flat because I don’t have a
mask and he felt like I would get infected just from being outside.
 
I eventually found some masks at a small pharmacy and they were selling them for HKD $800 
(GBP £80/USD $100) for a box of 50. When I asked why it was so much, their response was that they were
‘special masks from Korea’. While I didn’t want to spend the money, I was really tired of being stared at so I
did end up buying some. In the week following CNY, toilet paper supplies ran out, as did supplies of kitchen
roll and tissues within my local shops. The hysteria was setting in and I decided it would be easier to leave
for a while than stay. I felt like the city was depressing and I didn’t want to be in a place where I felt like I
was being judged all the time.
 
TEACHING LIFE 
Teaching has become even more full on than it already was. Especially at the start of the process. Most of
my classes were in the process of doing collaborative tasks so shifting them from doing collaborative
performance work to individual tasks was a lot of work. Creating new assessments and finding new ways to
keep students engaged in their learning has been tough and has led to long days of work. We are required
to be ‘live’ in our classes on Zoom or Google Hangouts for each lesson to deliver content or to answer
questions students have. I do like this approach as it is nice to be able to have class discussions and it is
nice to interact with our students again. I do find that it is easier to stay on top of assessments but I also
find that I am constantly giving feedback to students on even small tasks, just so they know the work they
do is valuable.
 
WHAT DO YOU WISH OTHERS KNEW ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE?
I wish they knew how much work this is. As the online learning keeps extending (now officially school
closures will remain until the end of April!) we are constantly revising plans and looking for new approaches
to teaching. While we often have some really good students, some of them are struggling with the shift to
online learning. I’ve also heard some people reach out and say how they think I am on an extended holiday,
which is quite the opposite. 
 
WHAT HAS BEEN SOMETHING POSITIVE THAT HAS COME OUT OF THIS EXPERIENCE? 
The online community has been very helpful, as have my colleagues.
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