
I live and work in Foshan, China with my wife and my little girl, who is a toddler. Quite a handful
that lady has become. We had decided to stay back in China during the Chinese New Year and
explore, instead of flying back home to Nairobi, Kenya which would have been expensive as a
family.
 
When the news broke of the Coronavirus, we had no idea that it would escalate to this level. We
were hopeful. I was more hopeful actually. But soon we felt the full impact when we were forced
to buy masks and sterilisers, could not get out of our gated community for fear of being infected
and my wife grew paranoid and for a second she thought of leaving. I had such scary
experiences years back when I worked in Lagos, Nigeria during the Ebola crisis. Luckily enough,
the authorities arrested the spread early and soon everything went back to normal. It was
strange to have temperature checks every day and operate with hand sanitisers. All in all, soon
everything was back to normal in Nigeria. There were no quarantines but high alertness on
personal checks. Because of that, somehow, I knew that the coronavirus in China would be
managed soon. Well, I was in for a surprise.
 
I could not leave China immediately. I had to consider school since there was no news of school
closures by then or even the slightest thought of online teaching. Questions lingered over my
head for the next coming days. I wanted my wife and baby to leave but she refused and said:
‘We shall go through this together. What if they manage the situation quickly?’
 
We were lucky enough to have stocked up on food for the Chinese New Year and that meant
that we were safe. Friends and family called and it was my duty to stay positive and inform them
that we were safe and everything was going to be OK. After all, we were more than a thousand
kilometres from Wuhan and our community was now under a mini quarantine.
 
At first the shops were all closed. But I understood that was because it was a Chinese New Year
celebration practice for places to be closed – so I was told. I had never been in China during this
holiday. Just before I started hitting the panic button, slowly the mini supermarket opened, then
the grocery shop and the bakery. What I saw in these people was pure hope and resilience to
beat the effects of the virus. Even though you had to wear a mask and possibly disposable
gloves. The best decision that I made was to connect to a daily update on WeChat and Alipay
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So the tricky part was getting to effectively plan and modify my teaching and learning strategies.
I also had to relook at the best assessment strategies that can be effective for online teaching.
Back in class I had a working solution for my differentiation strategies for all my classes but now
how will I amend or refashion differentiation in order to meet my students' needs? To be honest
I had a lot of planning to do. This required effective research skills on the different platforms
that can make online teaching and learning both exciting and a knowledge activity. I got to
downloading a few applications on my computer and my phone in order to prepare for this. I
was not sure how it would turn out and I knew the only way this was going to work was
thorough preparation and planning. The first order of business was to have another mini
quarantine in my house to restrict the movement of the little boss lady of the house. My little
girl. No entry into the guest room. That was going to be my classroom. Next order of business –
getting a working space set up – both virtually and physically.
 
Next, the army of emails and WeChat messages started flooding my phone. Catching up wasn’t
easy, like trying to keep pace with a Kenyan marathon runner. We had to submit a weekly
teaching and learning plan across all the classes. Likewise, we had to give our personal contacts
to the students and in some cases parents in order to make this work. Teamwork and
collaboration was the key. One of the most helpful resources that I accessed was Theatre
teachers’ social media groups like Facebook and ISTA. Here, teachers were able to pull together
resources, suggestions and different strategies for teaching and learning and I have to say that
these resources have really helped.
 
The next challenge was getting the students to be involved during sessions. Some students
would log in and simply leave the chat room and I had to devise ways that would keep everyone
in check during class. I also had to develop more assessments for the students to keep them
engaged at home though with my lower grade students I hardly used to give any literal
homework. Literally? That was it! I decided that this was a period that I would emphasise literacy
and thinking skills on individual students as opposed to performance skills in my classes. It has
proved to help so much especially with students whose English comes as a second language.

which are mobile applications that serve so many purposes in China – chatting, communication,
shopping, bookings, money transfer and so much more. They constantly sent out updates
during the day and I decided to stick my eyes on the number of people recovering from the
disease rather than the deaths.
 
When the postponement of school opening dates came, it was a mixture of anxiety and
excitement. 

ANXIETY  BECAUSE  I  HAD  NEVER  HAD  THE

OPPORTUNITY  TO  CARRY  OUT  FULL  TIME  ONLINE

TEACHING  OF  THEATRE  AND  DRAMA .  HOW  DO  YOU

EVEN  TEACH  A  PERFORMING  ART  ONLINE? 

EXCITEMENT  BECAUSE  I  STILL  HAD  A  JOB .  HELLO !
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I believe that this period has seen us develop more literacy skills for individual students than
regular school days. This is because in some of my classes I focus more on collaborative group
work than individual work. Especially for middle school and IGCSE candidates. But this is
different. I am still struggling with a few students whom I would never have realised their areas
of ‘below standard’. It is a learning experience. I have also realised that some students are
extremely outstanding as individuals rather than in a group. I have also known that some
students hide in the collaborative groups and leave the others to slave on their behalf. Well, the
cat’s out of the bag.
 
What I would like other educators around the world to know is that experience is always going
to be the best teacher. Always and anytime. I believe that this has been a professional learning
curve for me that no money can buy and which no institutional course structure can develop. I
have learned that as educators sometimes we underestimate our roles as influencers in our
students' lives. My students asked me why I haven't left China yet and I had to give them
answers from the deep part of my heart and they cheered. One answer that I gave was that
China would emerge out of this stronger and more united. They asked me about profiling of the
disease with particular reference to the cancelled ISTA trips to Bangkok and Shanghai which
they looked forward to with so much excitement. I replied that this was now a world pandemic
and that there was a need to control movement in order to curb the spread of the virus and it
was not known when travel restrictions would be lifted. They thought that I was open minded
and caring for other peoples’ feelings.
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FROM  PERSONAL  EXPERIENCE ,  IT  IS

IMPORTANT  TO  BE  OPTIMISTIC  AND  POSITIVE

IN  THE  THICK  OF  THINGS .  I  HAVE  LEARNED

THAT  I  HAVE  SO  MUCH  MORE  CONTROL  THAN  I

KNEW .  MY  ACTIONS ,  THOUGHTS  AND  SPOKEN

WORDS  HAVE  KEPT  MY  FAMILY ,  FRIENDS ,

COLLEAGUES  AND  STUDENTS  HOPEFUL .  AS  THE

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  RECOVERY  GOES  PAST

THIRTY  THOUSAND ,  I  KEEP  PRAYING  FOR  ALL

AFFECTED  FAMILIES .

It would be nice to know what colleagues out there, who have also been affected, are doing in
their classes, especially for middle school.


