
JENNIFER BARCLAY

 
Teacher at Victoria Shanghai Academy
Hong Kong

‘ W H E R E  I S  A L L  T H E  T O I L E T  R O L L ? ’

Chinese New Year Vacation. It started with some texts from my colleagues, ‘Buy masks and hand sanitiser
before you come back from your holiday.’ These messages were accompanied by photos of long, winding
lines outside various Bonjour and SaSa stores. Two cancelled flights later, we landed in Hong Kong with bags
full of alcohol (and not the fun kind). We landed to much panic and rumours about the virus and potential
shortages to come.
 
The first few days are a blur. My school, like many others, was already suspended but didn’t yet have a
handle on how to proceed. We were just told to set work for the students. We scrambled to get things
together like I imagine our students do the night before an exam. Many curriculums didn’t have easily
translatable activities to just pull out of a hat. But on we sailed our battered ship and survived the first
week.
 
Bring on the technology! As with many Drama teachers, I try to avoid using too much technology. It
permeates every subject to such an extent that I see my subject as a much needed relief from the shiny,
electric heroin of technology. And now, the only conduit I have to reach my students is the internet. I
learned no less than seven Apps in four days: Google Meet, Google Hangout, Zoom, EdPuzzle, Flipgrid,
Quizzez and Padlet. Had I ever used them before? Nope. Most, I had never even heard of. And yet, here I am,
now a titan of technology, a high tech heroine, a maestro of the machine! Did I oversell that?
 
I bought a Nespresso machine for my house. Armed robbers are stealing toilet paper! (No joke!
www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-51527043) As the suspension has been extended, and extended and
extended even further. I find myself adjusting to the new ‘normal’. I set the week’s work on Sunday. Google
Classroom sends it out on the day of my classes. I have Google Meets set up to repeat weekly in the
calendar. I teach into my computer. I change it up by sometimes watching myself talk and sometimes staring
at the avatars of the students. They seem to exist in some other realm. This is not the Drama class I’m used
to.
 
Settling in for the long haul. Now that it seems this is going to be the situation for a long time, we are all
finding new ways to teach. Along with learning new technology, I am learning how to get performance work
out of students in different houses. Zoom has ‘gallery view’ and ‘record’ which allows students to all be on
the screen at once and record themselves doing scene and devising work. I am getting them to film slapstick
scenes in their homes, make masks out of found materials, make comics, collages, etc. My DP students are
filming their Research Projects at home. Sure, it’s all a bit of a scramble but it’s also kind of exciting. At some
point, this will all end. But for now, ‘Get on with it. No one wants to hear you complain anyway.’
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