
TELL US ABOUT HOW YOUR PERSONAL LIFE HAS CHANGED
Since school has been cancelled I am now working two jobs: teaching my own students online and
trying to run home-schooling for my daughter. Finding the balance and patience for both has been very
challenging.
 
TELL US ABOUT WHAT IT IS LIKE WHERE YOU LIVE
I live in Discovery Bay, Hong Kong, which is a fair way away from the city centre and less densely
populated. By choice, my family hasn’t left this area in almost 4 weeks. I feel quite safe here but still
need to be cautious. We try to avoid going to indoor public areas as much as possible and are
constantly washing our hands. When the virus was first announced there was quite a bit of panic
around Hong Kong causing shortages of masks, hand sanitiser, disinfectant wipes and oddly enough,
toilet paper. Most stores are still short on many of these supplies.
 
TELL US ABOUT HOW YOUR TEACHING LIFE HAS CHANGED
All learning with my students is now happening online, which means I am now hunched over a laptop
for most of the day, delivering mini-lessons through pre-recorded video or live on Google Meet.
Keeping students motivated and engaged through online learning has been very challenging. 
 
Due to the social unrest in Hong Kong throughout this year and now school being cancelled because of
the virus, we haven’t been able to participate in a lot of Drama related activities, such as ISTA festivals.
Our drama club usually prepares a number of performances for local drama festivals in Hong Kong but
we have found it extremely difficult to consistently rehearse. I’m afraid some of these festivals later this
term are now going to be completely cancelled. Next year will definitely be a rebuilding year for Drama
at my school.
 
WHAT DO YOU WISH OTHERS KNEW ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCE? 
School being cancelled sounds like it should be a holiday. It definitely hasn’t been. 
 
WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED FROM THIS EXPERIENCE BOTH PERSONALLY AND/OR PROFESSIONALLY? 
I am discovering new ways to teach using online tools each day. When we do return to school, I think
this experience will help me to incorporate a lot more of these tools into my lessons with students.  
 
WHAT HAS BEEN SOMETHING POSITIVE THAT HAS COME OUT OF THIS EXPERIENCE? 
I’ve had a lot more time to spend with my wife and daughter and have been cherishing my time with
them.
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