
Having taught for 20+ years in three different countries, teaching 
as a profession seems pretty straightforward. From one culture to the next, the faces change but
the fluency in which one delivers their passion for the teaching profession remains much the
same. That is until someone tells you to stay home – and teach.
 
We arrived back to our apartment in Beijing on 30th January. We had been holidaying in Japan
and had been watching the media with interest. Our Head of School had kept us informed and
the decision had been made that we could either stay away or return to Beijing and that, aside
from a short delay while the leadership team sorted out the logistics, our return would involve
teaching our students via online applications such as the Microsoft 365 package.
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FINDING OUR WAY
Life and teaching Drama amidst the Coronavirus crisis 

We made the decision to return to Beijing as,
statistically, the numbers seemed quite low for a
country of 1.3 billion people. A month later,
there are 400 cases that have been confirmed in
Beijing so, for a population of 21 million within
the city of Beijing itself, the numbers still seem
quite low.
 
Regardless of the figures, the system of keeping
people away from each other has slowly been
stepped up. I am guessing this is to help to keep
those numbers where they are. And with
children being susceptible to catching things, it is
probably a good idea to keep children away from
each other.

Image: A normally busy road basically empty.
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Delivery Personnel can't get in to compounds so piles
of parcels are lined up at the gate in the street
outside.

Every person entering is checked for residency proof
and temperature checked.

Whether masks are effective or not, everyone
is expected to wear their mask when they are
out. Most Beijingers are used to the occasional
bad air day when you mask up but this is at a
whole new level.
 
We are fortunate that supermarkets have
remained open and supplies are plentiful so
we have had no issues cooking meals and
eating healthy as always. Once again, you have
a temperature check each time upon entering
the supermarket. Unfortunately, the majority
of restaurants are shut. A couple of them are
doing takeaway only and a handful have
remained open but for those who are used to
eating out on a regular basis, this has basically
halted.

As a result, our life is somewhat different to what we are used to. We live in a compound of
1,500 occupants of which we assume most would have returned to after the Chinese New Year.
Of the three entrances we normally have access to, only one has remained open and involves
showing a special pass and having your temperature taken every time you enter the compound.
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Masks are the new norm.



If you do want to eat out, hand sanitizer is provided
along with a temperature check and a document to
be filled out with your name, age, gender and home
address. It seems, everyone is keeping records to
track people if a case is reported within the
neighbourhood.
 
For those who are used to household help, the
helpers can't get in to the compounds so we have all
had to get in touch with the real world by doing our
own housework for a change.
 
We have all been affected by cancellations of school
trips, conferences and other forms of mass
gatherings – which has resulted in many having not
much to look forward to. For expats, flights home for
the spring break in March/April are unlikely with a
copious number of flights having been cancelled.
 
In terms of education, when you are used to all of
your materials and resources being on hand and
having the luxury of walking into your classroom on
any given day to deliver your lesson with a minimum
of preparation, that has all changed. Instead,
teachers are spending hours creating movies and 
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instructional slideshows to try to maintain the educational trajectory whilst all students and
teachers are forced to remain in their own dwellings. For the motivated students, this is working
but for those who normally require an extra eye to keep them on task, they are struggling to
keep up and maintain a good work ethic.
 
I think that most local Beijingers are more concerned about those in Wuhan who are living under
considerably different circumstances to us. In a sense, we have a few inconveniences but nothing
that affects the ability to live a relatively normal life. From what we hear via CNN and other
foreign news services, the situation in Wuhan is much worse. Unfortunately, foreign news
services do tend to exaggerate so you do need to be careful what you believe.
 
We have just finished our third week of this new ‘norm’. Hoping that very soon, we will once
again be able to walk into our classrooms full of smiling faces and teach how we truly know how
to. We wait every day on our email for good news. 

A normally busy restaurant strip empty.

Didi (taxi) drivers are putting up sheets of
plastic to protect them from their passengers.

ONE  DAY  WE  WILL  BE  BACK  BUT  THE

QUESTION  ON  EVERYONE 'S  LIPS  IS  ‘WHEN?’.  

NOT  SOON  ENOUGH .


