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FINDING OUR WAY
Life and teaching Drama amidst the Coronavirus crisis 

Dear fellow Drama teachers 
 
This is my first year teaching in Hong Kong and I must say it is proving interesting. I am really
enjoying living and working here, but as you can imagine, there have been a few challenges. All
schools were closed in November for five days due to the protests. This was a short term break
that didn’t disrupt us too much but I have to say that the fact that it coincided with my
production week wasn’t ideal. The production went ahead the following week successfully so
that was a relief.
 
As the whole world is of course aware, the Coronavirus has caused a few more issues for many
Asian schools, their teachers and students. All Hong Kong schools have been cancelled for a few
weeks now since the Chinese New Year holiday. This doesn’t mean that we are still on holiday, of
course. We are in our third week of teaching online. Google Classroom and Google Meet are my
new friends. Each school day at the regular lesson times I meet with my classes online and teach
my lessons. As you might imagine this presents a few issues for practical subjects like Drama.
 
My DP students are videoing themselves doing their preparation work for their research
presentations in their bedrooms and I’m giving them feedback in the lessons. Most Hong Kong
apartments are pretty small so finding enough space to perform their moments of theatre is
challenging for them, as you can imagine, but they are finding creative solutions to the
problems. These students are very busy but of course this would have been a busy time for
them in any case. They yearn to be in a Drama studio – but so far that has not been possible.
 
My MYP classes would ordinarily be very practical; lots of collaborating in groups, devising,
storytelling and performing. My solution to this so far has been to try and make the lessons as
interesting and interactive as I can. We are reading playscripts live with students given assigned
roles and timing the turning on of their microphones just before their next line (if too many
mics are turned on at the same time it results in distortion and feedback). I’m posing questions
to the class and the class are giving answers either by turning their mic on or texting to the
group. I’m setting small research tasks that they are Googling in real time and typing responses 
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as they uncover the answers. I’m putting older students into groups. Each group has its own
separate Google Meet and I join each group in turn, while they discuss and rehearse the
performance of scenes from the play we are reading as a radio play, making live sound effects to
run alongside the dialogue. I’m trying to make activities in these lessons as similar as I can to
what I might be doing in regular lessons in the Drama studio.
 
All in all this is going pretty well. My interactive lessons appear to be enjoyable. I know I’m
enjoying them more now I’m not just setting them some written work to be getting on with and
the student response is pretty positive so far. 
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MY  YEAR  6  CLASSES  ARE  CONSTANTLY  TEXTING

RESPONSES  TO  THE  PLAY  TEXT ,  HAVING

CONVERSATIONS  WITH  ME  AND  EACH  OTHER

ABOUT  WHAT ’S  GOING  TO  HAPPEN  NEXT  AND  ARE

SIGHT  READING  WITH  IMPRESSIVE  SKILL .  

MY  OLDER  STUDENTS  ARE  WORKING

INDEPENDENTLY ,  ALREADY  COMMUNICATING  WITH

EACH  OTHER  AND  REHEARSING  THEIR  SCENES

WHEN  I  JOIN  EACH  GROUP .

So, I’m doing my best to deliver teaching in as interesting a manner as I can. It’s a lot more work
than teaching my regular lessons. More prep, more marking, more emails to write and reply to
but I’m surviving so far. My sanity is still intact. Despite the fact that it has just been announced
that all Hong Kong schools will remain closed until April 20th. I’ve still got to carry on being
creative in my teaching for some time to come.
 
Best wishes
 
Paul Gatiss


