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I have lived in Shanghai for three years and am originally from Berlin, Germany. The first time I
heard about the outbreak of the virus was shortly before the start of our Chinese New Year
holiday when everyone in China was travelling. Since then my daily life in China stands still.
 
In the first week Shanghai was very empty as it usually is during Chinese New Year but the
news about Wuhan became worse and eventually they shut down the city. We only heard that
the virus could be transmitted from humans to humans but we didn’t realise how serious the
situation was because on 23rd January there was only news about 571 people who had got the
virus and 17 people who had died. We went outside to buy food to celebrate Chinese New Year
as we normally would. In the market the food stock was as usual but everyone was already
using face masks.
 
On 26th January the school informed us that they would temporarily close and would reopen
again on 17th February. By that day already 1,975 people were infected and 56 people dead in
China. In Shanghai however the regulations were not too strict – we could still walk on the
streets and shop but with more precautions. Public transportation was running but almost
nobody used it. We stayed home for nearly the whole week.
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FINDING OUR WAY
Life and teaching Drama amidst the Coronavirus crisis 

The entrance to our compound remains
closed and  deliveries must picked up
outside .
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3rd February was the day school was normally scheduled to return after Chinese New Year, had
the campus not temporarily closed. The government had declared an extended CNY holiday to
try to limit travel and keep businesses closed to help keep the virus at bay. This is when we
started our online learning programme for our students. The entrance to our housing
compound remained closed and deliveries had to be picked up outside of the gates. Very few
people were outside anymore – rather people opted to stay indoors where it was ‘safe’. There
was still a sufficient food supply in the supermarket but less than usual. The kiosks and the
fruit store were also open so we always had enough food and water.

Face masks are now mandatory.
Here we are stocking up on
water.

By the second day of online learning 20,438 people were sick and 425 people had died. From
that day on we checked the situation of the virus every day through our phone networks and
on average, 40 people were dying daily.
 
By 9th February many people had returned to Shanghai for work because the extended holiday
period had ended. More security guards and policemen were on the streets to watch and make
sure that people wore their masks and were safe.
 
In cities outside the Hubei province (including the capital city Wuhan) the situation has become
better and many people have even recovered. In the last days when it was sunny more and
more people began to go outside again in Shanghai.
 
The school is now closed with no definite opening date and I have heard that the situation in
Italy is also very serious with infections continuing to increase in numbers.
 
I wish everyone who is dealing with the virus in their countries good health. Please be very
careful, especially when you are in public, wash your hands and wear a face mask if you can. Be
safe and healthy!


