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FINDING OUR WAY
Life and teaching Drama amidst the Coronavirus crisis 

We left Shanghai when we began to feel it was not safe to be there. The shops and streets were
beginning to feel empty and we were being checked for fever and sprayed with sanitiser
wherever we went. We stayed with colleagues in Thailand for ten days before heading to our
home in France which is where we remain. We are now waiting every day for information on
when the Shanghai Education Commission will allow us to reopen the campus. When we do
return, the SEC has imposed a mandatory 14 day self-quarantine for anyone planning to enter
an educational arena, including students and faculty. According to various international
organisations our school has consulted with and referenced consistently throughout this
situation, the risk of the coronavirus (COVID–19) is still viewed as significant. The World Health
Organization considers it a ‘public health emergency of international concern’ and the Center for
Disease Control ‘recommends that travelers avoid all nonessential travel to China’.
 
Distance learning is proving very difficult for the whole school community, students, teachers
and parents. For teachers, it greatly increases the hours spent in preparing and delivering
classes and providing meaningful feedback. We are constantly reviewing and updating how this
works in practice but we are all working very long hours in trying to ensure high quality
education for our students.
 
This situation is something none of us ever thought about or had experience of until now. It has
been a very difficult period of time. The Performing Arts department has been hit with cancelled
concerts, productions and visiting artists. As we begin week four of distance learning, we are
stretching ourselves to think of new and innovative ways to teach theatre, dance and music to
individual, isolated students across 20 time zones.
 
The situation is all consuming at present and the feeling of separation and uncertainty is
profoundly unsettling. However, some positives will come from this period and, as we wait for
news from China, we know we will come together again stronger and more unified than ever.
 


