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Helen Abbott

I studied a BA in Acting at Royal Conservatoire of Scotland and an MA in
Shakespeare and Theatre, and am now a theatre director and practitioner. I also
work on new scripts as a dramaturg. I was the 2017 recipient of the John
Fernald Award which led to my role as AD for Persuasion at the Royal Exchange
Theatre and in 2018 I co-founded the theatre company Light Bulbs in Soil.
I love creating work, whether from scripted material or devised. I am
always amazed at how a group of individuals can go from discussing a concept
to performing inspirational pieces of drama that can educate and entertain. I am
particularly interested in how classical work can be re-imagined for the
audience of today.

Check out Helen’s AiR offerings here.

Emmy Abrahamson

I am a former ISTA student and have worked as an actor, director and acting
teacher. I am also a bestselling author of four young adult books and three for
adults —which is weird since all I’ve ever wanted to do is theatre. I’m
Swedish/Polish, currently live in Sweden and have boy/girl twins.
I love entertaining people through stories. A story should have truth in it,
in whatever shape or form. My philosophy is always: 'Just do it' as well as:
'What’s the worst that could happen?'. On their deathbed no-one ever wished
they had watched more TV.

Check out Emmy’s AiR offerings here.

Sarah Alborn

Originally from the United Kingdom, I have lived and taught in Asia for 10 years.
I taught drama in the UK before training professionally at Birmingham School of
Acting in 2005. Returning to my teaching roots in 2010 led me to the world of
international theatre teachers which has been fantastic - such a generous and
embracing group of humans.
As an artist I love the process of discovery with students. Finding that
little something that sparks their curiosity and finding ways into exploring that.
The highlight of my year is often directing - big or small scale - but working with
a wonderful ensemble of cast and crew, building something that they feel proud
of.

Anna Andresen

I'm an actor, writer and director based in London. Since graduating from both
the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and Drama Centre London
I've worked extensively across the industry. From West End theatre, television
and film to writing, producing and performing a one-woman comedy show for
Edinburgh, coaching students applying for drama school and leading
workshops in both London and New York.
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I'm especially interested in theatre as a storytelling medium and take
inspiration from ordinary and extraordinary places, people and real-life events to
vividly recreate experiences and memories in a unique theatrical medium. Much
of my work has involved immersive-style performance to take an audience on a
journey that entertains but also connects them in a more immediate and
educational way.

Becky Applin

I studied Music at Cambridge University, followed by Composition for Screen at
the Royal College of Music and have been composing for theatre ever since. I
was the Cameron Mackintosh resident composer at the Mercury Theatre and
the New Wolsey Theatre, and I write new musicals, scores for plays and
actor-musician pieces.
I am fascinated by the many ways we can tell stories through music – by
using the voice or creating rhythms with percussion or the body or playing
instruments or using technology. I love musical theatre and the fusion of all of
the art forms into one collaborative creation.

Check out Becky’’s AiR offerings here.

Dinos Aristidou

I’m a playwright, director and education consultant working in the United
Kingdom and internationally. I was writer-in-residence at Mayflower Theatre,
Southampton and am currently working with them on a new musical and with
Birmingham Royal Ballet on a youth empowerment programme. I’m the creative
learning director of UCAN, working with blind young people and artistic director
of the Celebrating Our Stories Verbatim Theatre Festival for December 2020.
My passion is for Verbatim Theatre, working with communities to
discover empowering ways of theatrically presenting untold stories. My work
with students and teachers focuses on reflection, the role it plays in learning, in
making art, in social activism and in building compassion. As an artist I am
inquiring into what it means to make art with kindness.

Check out Dino’s AiR offerings here.

Moira Arthurs

My early career was in Britain. Memorable opportunities were working as a
director at the Oxford School of Drama, directing Peter Moffat’s first play
Katherine and being Youth Theatre Director for the Royal Court, London. I
continued my career in Hong Kong teaching at Sha Tin College and then at
Edith Cowan University, Perth, in Western Australia.
My passion is directing, be it a classic or devised piece. I love working
with constraints – so whatever the space, budget or size of cast we’ll make
something happen. I’m obsessed with seeing as much theatre in as many
different countries as possible. There is always something new to discover.
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Matt Baker

I am a composer and musical director based in the United Kingdom. I am
artistic director of Theatre in the Quarter which creates dynamic new work with
a range of artists and communities. I am musical director of British choir A
Handbag of Harmonies, LGBT Choir Proud Marys. I have composed for several
UK theatres and have been composer of world renowned Chester Mystery
Plays for the past twenty years.
Through ISTA I have had the privilege of many years of experience
working internationally as an artist and musical director with so many wonderful
students. I am passionate about enabling people of all ages and backgrounds
to create new theatre, often with music, inspired by the world they live in, a
world that has passed or a world they would like to create.

Check out Matt’s AiR offerings here.

Rebecca Bell

As director of Integrate Education I strive to inspire creative learning and
development in educational and commercial settings. For twelve years I was a
manager and teacher of drama in secondary schools. I have since become
qualified as a Relational Dynamics coach, Action Learning facilitator, Time to
Think practitioner, Trainer of Trainers and P4C (Philosophy for Children)
facilitator.
I am passionate about pedagogy and process. As a former associate
lecturer at Manchester Metropolitan University, I lectured on Innovative
Pedagogical Approaches for over ten years. I advocate the power of imagined
worlds as contexts for real learning. Whether these imaginary worlds involve
pupils accessing curriculum or adults developing leadership attributes – I am
driven by developing the human condition.

Simon Bell

I was born in the United Kingdom, trained as an actor at Bristol and worked
professionally as an actor/director before becoming a theatre teacher in the UK
and US. I am now a freelance theatre artist who travels the world looking for
exciting creative opportunities and the best beaches.
My main interests as a theatre artist are in devised collaborative theatre
and physical acting. My training is focussed in Lecoq's pedagogy and in my
own devised work, and I am passionate about exploring social and political
ideas through physicality. I have experience working with Complicité, Frantic
Assembly and Gecko, and these companies inform much of my practice.

Check out Simon’s AiR offerings here.

4

Pete Benson

I am an experienced performer, playwright, theatre director and qualified (BEd)
teacher. I’ve written pantomimes, musicals, comedies and dramas. My theatre
company worked closely with the Prince's Trust touring drugs-awareness
theatre programmes. A feature film I wrote and directed won the London
Independent Film Festival award for best sci-fi/horror film.
I believe in the philosophy of the performer as creator and in the pursuit
of imagination. Some loves are: Shakespeare, clowning, mime, directing,
devising, writing and technology. Drama taught me the best lessons at school –
it set me free.

Check out Pete’s AiR offerings here.

Caitlin Beresford-Ord

I studied at the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts (WAAPA) and
work as an actor, singer, writer, director and teaching artist. As a teaching artist
I represent Bell Shakespeare Company in Western Australia as well as teaching
and performing for Black Swan State Theatre Company and Barking Gecko
Theatre Company.
I have directed full-scale musicals and productions for many WA schools
and regularly conduct professional learning forums for teachers across the
state. I believe in the power of the arts to teach and nurture creativity, curiosity,
empathy and cross-cultural understanding. I am passionate about contributing
towards a creative education for all, irrespective of talent, culture or geography.

Katy Bingham

Born and raised in Los Angeles, my exposure and passion for the performing
arts was early and immediate. I am an actor, director, singer, yogi and teacher
of theatre and yoga. I have a Bachelor of Arts in Performance Theatre and a
Masters in Teaching. I am currently teaching in Tanzania and have taught in
Turkey and Kenya as well.
As an artist, I am captivated by stories: of struggle, survival and of how
humans seek for their place of belonging. As an actor and director, I strive to
facilitate ensembles who understand and explore how we are linked to one
another. As an audience member, I love witnessing how directors weave
together physicality, sound and silence into their work.

Camille Bloom

I am an internationally touring songwriter and teacher from Seattle. After leaving
my high school teaching job I have spent the past ten years touring the United
States and Europe playing concert venues and delivering songwriting and vocal
workshops to students in six different countries. I have a passion for body
movement, yoga and mime, and spent many years dancing as well.
I love helping students discover their powerful singing voice and ability to
craft original music. Over the past ten years I have worked with thousands of
students and I have developed my own techniques to help every young artist
find their voice through songwriting.
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Paul Bongiovanni

I was an actor, director and writer for about 20 years in Australia before
becoming a secondary school teacher. I have been teaching at international
schools for the past four years in Manila, Bangladesh and Shanghai, and am
now back in Australia teaching speech and drama.
When it comes to theatre, I have a strong interest in site specific theatre,
having performed in very unusual places ranging from under oak trees to
running in a pack through the streets of Aarhus, Denmark. I also have a strong
background in Commedia dell'Arte. Not only is it part of my culture but I have
performed it and taught it extensively in schools.

Check out Paul’s AiR offerings here.

Bill Bowers

I have appeared on Broadway in The Lion King and The Scarlet Pimpernel and
in theatres throughout the United States, Europe and Asia. A student of the
legendary mime Marcel Marceau, I now perform my solo plays throughout the
world. I also teach Movement at New York University and Stella Adler Studios in
New York City.
I live in New York City but grew up in the wilds of Montana, and from a
young age had an attraction to the 'big quiet' of the vast western landscape. I
began to study what can be said without using words which led me to the art of
mime. I present master classes for TaPS and IB teacher training, perform my
solo plays at ISTA events and have been a SEL at numerous ISTA festivals.

Check out Bill’s AiR offerings here.

Alan Brooks

I’ve been a successful professional dancer, choreographer and community
dance worker for over 20 years. I conceived and led Germany's first State
Theater education programme and am the Artistic Director of the School Dance
programme for the Ministry of Education of Bavaria where I lead choreographic
residencies to socially deprived schools and teenagers.
I remain fascinated by the emotional power of dance and the possibilities
and chances it brings to young people. Their artistry, courage, passion and
commitment is constantly inspiring to me. Regardless of background, academic
potential, disability or status, the humanity of dance and its ability to change
lives is a constant source of joy.

Check out Alan’s AiR offerings here.
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Siobhan Buckman

I was born in Devon, England but grew up in West Africa and Greece. I have
continued my travels as an adult, first working as a drama teacher in London
and then moving on to Tanzania, Uzbekistan and now Lebanon. This has led to
a firm and passionate belief in the value of international education.
I am inspired by devised theatre and over the last 10 years I have worked
extensively in the area of staging original student performances. I have taught
DP Theatre for the last 15 years and am also a workshop presenter and an
examiner for the IB.

Kieran Burgess

I am a practitioner, teacher and student of theatre – a photographer, an author
and a supporter of the world’s greatest football team: Manchester United. I
have worked professionally in theatres across the United Kingdom, Japan and
Singapore as a designer, stage manager, director and actor, and currently live
in China.
I enjoy immersive theatre, devising socially relevant theatre and playing
with architecture and visual aesthetics to accentuate a story. I pursue simplicity
– in both voice and movement and in scenography. I believe in the strength of
the ensemble - where the best ideas are not handed down from one
director-god but come equally from performers and designers.

Check out Kieran’s AiR offerings here.

Andy Burt

I began theatre at an early age in southwest England and studied music and
French at London University. I’ve loved teaching drama and theatre arts at
international schools in Hong Kong and Europe, and I enjoy sports and cooking.
I am currently studying for an M.Ed. in Theatre in Education with Trinity College,
Dublin.
I have a very broad interest in theatre. I have worked professionally as a
workshop leader, pianist (Laban Centre, London) and lighting designer, with
over 30 years of non-professional experience as actor, director and stage
manager. I conduct orchestras and choirs, compose and arrange music, and
write plays. I especially love anything to do with movement and physical
theatre.

Bong Cabrera

I am an award-winning film and theatre actor from The Philippines. I was
awarded the Asian Cultural Council Fellow in 2010 which allowed me to
undertake further study in New York for Suzuki and Viewpoints, Meisner,
Alexander and voice techniques, contact improv, rehearsal techniques and
ensemble training.
My present work as a freelance actor and theatre teacher enables me to
collaborate with different types of artists. I am always driven to promote an
artist's uniqueness and cultural background, and encourage them to
incorporate it in their work. Because I believe theatre is a way of sharing
yourself to the world - on and off stage.
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Mike Caemmerer

After working in school theatre programmes since 1989, most recently at the
American Embassy School in New Delhi for 15 years as theatre director and
teacher, and programme director for a performing arts organisation in
Leavenworth, Washington, I finally took the exhilarating leap in 2019 into the
freelance art world, writing for theatre and film by day and throwing ceramics by
night.
I get excited about a great line of dialogue mixed with the perfect gesture
and the transformative track of music. I love the details of characters, spaces
and designs. Teaching makes me happy. It’s like writing a new piece of a play
every day.

Check out Mike’s AiR offerings here.

Jillian Campana

I am a Theatre professor and Associate Dean of the School of Humanities at the
American University in Cairo. I have studied with Augusto Boal and hold a PhD
in Theatre for Social Justice. My research looks at theatre as a tool for survivors
of trauma.
Theatre is a form of anthropology. It allows us to look into the hearts and
minds of others to explore what drives individuals and societies. Documentary
theatre, TO processes and mask work are some of the many ways that allow us
to explore the perspective of others.

Liane Campbell

I’ve had a fortunate life travelling the world, juggling my careers of drama
education and business marketing. I’ve taught IB MYP and DP Theatre in
Australasia for 18 years but my life journey has now taken a new turn – as a
freelance director and owner of a boutique lodge in New Zealand. My creative
and business energies are combining forces, every day is a new adventure.
As I travelled the world my eyes were opened to rich and complex
theatre forms, artists, rituals and celebrations. My thirst for broadening my
understanding of global theatre forms and then incorporating touches of these
elements into my work, is never-ending. I am an eternal student of the theatre
and can’t wait to keep discovering and growing as a practitioner.

Kate Caster

I have been around the world, working as an international school drama teacher
in the United States, England, Germany, Australia, Vietnam and now in
Romania. The places I’ve seen, the people I’ve met along the way and the
experiences I’ve had, have all shaped me into the person I am.
I love working hard and playing hard which is why I love drama so much.
Being part of an ensemble, learning, teaching, guiding and being guided are all
the things I thrive on as a creator.
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Cheryl Causley

Currently living in the beautiful city of Istanbul, I began my teaching career in
Vancouver, Canada and have expanded globally. I value the process of
developing theatre work in young people, and love to watch how it can change
someone. I challenge students to examine stereotypes, explore social issues
and to push the boundaries of their creative expression.
As a director and teacher, I love working with non-verbal styles of theatre
like Frantic Assembly, DV8 and the endless possibilities of telling stories without
words. I have a passion for Verbatim Theatre and using theatre as a
communicative tool for plays relating to social issues. Watching students
challenge themselves creatively is fantastic.

Louise Clark

I have always loved and will forever be passionate about theatre. I have a BA in
Theatre and Performance and a MA in Drama and Theatre Education. I'm a
proud Yorkshire lass born and bred but my varied and exciting freelance life as
an actor, director, writer and teacher allows me to travel the world.
I am excited by theatre as a tool. A tool to engage people in the world
around them and particularly to engage learners of all ages, from nursery to
retirement. A tool to explore people, places, histories, global issues and events,
stories and - best of all - the land of our imaginations.

Check out Louise’s AiR offerings here.

Vicki Close

After four years of teaching at my hometown high school in Canada, I felt the
need for a little adventure. A two-year leave of absence to teach in Bahrain
turned into 22 years (and counting) of international school adventures in
Norway, Thailand and The Philippines. I currently call Prague home.
I am primarily a teacher-director and embrace the challenge of finding
ways to weave the arts into the fabric of a school or wider community. I love
helping students and teachers who don't consider themselves to be creative or
‘dramatic’ discover hidden talents and nurture a lifelong passion for creating
and appreciating theatre.

Check out Vicki’s AiR offerings here.

Jane Coulston

I am the director of Beyond Repair Dance company and alongside my uber
talented team I create original productions for events, television, advertising and
film. After a longish stint as an artistic gymnast, I changed direction and trained
as a professional dancer at Trinity Laban in London.
My artistic ambition is to build new audiences for contemporary dance,
giving people an opportunity to appreciate dance in an open, all-inclusive and
accessible way. I strongly believe that movement tells stories in a way that
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resonates like no other medium – making us connect to the performance on a
deeply personal level.

Check out Jane’s AiR offerings here.

Chris Craig

I fell in love with acting at 14 and by the time I was twenty I had left school,
trained and was performing in my first professional role in the Edinburgh
Festival. I have since worked with many different companies, directors and
writers. Some very famous and some not so but all of them talented and
committed – be it film, TV, puppetry, dance, theatre or radio.
Acting is a profession that is always full of surprises, where you have to
learn to fail as well as succeed. Where you share so much of yourself with
fellow actors and friends and, of course, your audience. Where time and again
you return to the memory of when you first stood on a stage – how it felt so
good and so right – and you knew you were meant to be there.

Clark Crystal

This year I am celebrating 21 years as an ISTA artist. I live in Brisbane where I
am the founder and artistic director of Blue Roo. Blue Roo Theatre Company
Inc creates contemporary performances lead by the artistry, experiences and
imaginations of an ensemble of artists with diverse abilities and impairment.
I am also an applied theatre adjunct lecturer at Griffith University. My
work includes research into 'playful engagement' to reduce social isolation for
people living with dementia. As a theatre maker I am passionate about
discovering new communities and audiences and how we can connect through
applied theatre practice.

Mary-Frances Dargan

I am an actress and theatre maker from the United Kingdom and creative
director of Curious Doings, Northern Ireland’s leading devised theatre company.
I graduated from the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland with a BA (Hons) degree
in Contemporary Theatre Practice and have performed my shows in Singapore,
Belgium, Germany, Australia and New York, as well as extensively throughout
the UK and Ireland.
As an artist I love being part of new and exciting experiences. I make
unique, devised theatre that aims to form a strong emotional connection with
my audience. I am particularly interested in creating theatre for young
audiences and I'm constantly challenging myself to find imaginative ways to
deal with and explore difficult subject matters.

Check out Mary-Frances’s AiR offerings here.
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Angela David

I have been learning through play all of my life. The play making that started in
my parent’s backyard in Saskatchewan, Canada became a lifelong passion for
telling stories. I have since made this my career, having created theatre and
taught on five continents. It’s a great way to find truth.
That truth is what inspires me about theatre. I try to work from a point of
honesty in action and word. To me, this and ensemble are the keys to engaging
art. Primarily I work through physical theatre, aided by Meisner methods but
technology and postdramatic theatre intrigue me as well.

Check out Angela’s AiR offerings here.

Kirstie Davis

I have worked at many theatres around the country. For six years I was the
Associate Director and then Acting Artistic Director of Watford Palace Theatre. I
was CEO and Artistic Director of Forest Forge from 2009 to 2016 where I
commissioned and directed over 20 new plays. I have been a freelance director
for the past four years and am based in the southwest.
As a director I am particularly interested in new writing and developing
new work which has a multi-disciplinary approach. I also really enjoy working in
communities to create new plays. I recently directed a piece about the bus that
goes from Lancaster to Keswick. This was developed via over 350 interviews
with people of all ages in that region.

Jaques de Silva

I am a mime and physical theatre teacher at the Market Theatre Laboratory in
Johannesburg, South Africa. I work as a theatre maker, actor, director,
movement consultant and choreographer. I am currently touring the one man
show Evil, a coming of age story about masculinity and violence.
I am lucky enough to have been an ISTA artist since 2018 but have been
facilitating workshops since 2008 at schools and community groups around
South Africa. I specialise in mime and physical theatre as it was through
physical theatre that I was able to find my words and start to define my place in
the word.

Check out Jaques’ AiR offerings here.

Nita Dewse

I grew up in Melbourne but have spent most of my adult life abroad teaching
drama in England, Mexico, Singapore and now in Thailand. In 1999 I completed
my MA at the Central School of Speech and Drama, specialising in the use of
drama therapy in anger management programmes with violent offenders in
prisons and on probation.
Now as a teacher preparing students to enter a world where the greatest
gift they can have is the power of creativity, I am driven to help students
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understand the power of play – playing games, playing with ideas, playing with
their own limits.

Check out Nita’s AiR offerings here.

Natalie Diddams

I am a theatre director and academic based in Manchester. As a director I have
a large number of productions under my belt, ranging from large-scale
community pieces to one-person shows. I am currently writing a PhD about
comedy and I am the founder of the Women's Comedy Workshop in Bradford.
I am interested in how art interacts with history, politics, philosophy and
religion – how it helps us to understand who we are and where we have come
from. As well as all this, I think that making theatre is really good fun and I am
never more happy than when I’m in a rehearsal room or a workshop.

Check out Natalie’s AiR offerings here.

Matt Douglas

A portfolio career is what people call what I do these days – with a musical
thread running throughout. Community choirs, under-5s sessions at the Eden
Project, county choirs, a transition orchestra, whole-class ukulele – always
morphing term by term... Being Head of Music for 14 years at Brannel School, a
performing arts college in Cornwall, is now a distant memory.
My various roles see me frequently as a music arranger – which I enjoy –
but my real passion is composing and for which I hope to carve out more time
over the next few years. Recently, I have been mainly writing songs for children.
I am also a fan of music technology and its creative potential.

Anne Drouet

Hailing from Stratford upon Avon, I have been inspired by the theatre arts since
childhood. I still remember performing keyboard 2 in Dido and Aeneas at the
Swan Theatre when I was eleven. I guess you could say that was the moment I
was hooked. I am currently the director of Performing Arts at Hong Kong
Academy.
As a teacher, I believe in the responsibility to be a 'memory maker'. To
this end, my students have attended master classes with industry professionals
and performed at various international world stage events. As a composer, I
love collaborating with directors to help create their vision with music.

Neil Farrelly

I studied at Middlesex University, London. I have lived and worked in Asia for
the past 25 years, teaching, directing, writing and collaborating with students
and artists. I have worked for ISTA since 2004 and love the Connect
programme. My first book Damn It, Do It was published in India in 2017 and my
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second book Foreign Entrepreneurs in Hokkaido in 2020. I live in Hokkaido with
my wife and dog.
I like collaborating, creative projects and interviewing people. I like the
feeling after a workshop of having made a difference in some way. I like
underdogs. I like writing about what's out there and what's in me. I like
handmade things. I'm old school in that I trust people more than machines. I
think real communication is a glorious thing.

Check out Neil’s AiR offerings here.

George Fearnehough

Originally from Manchester, I completed a BA in English and subsequently an
MA at Southampton University. A teacher since 1998, I have worked in Qatar,
the United Kingdom and France. Married with two young boys I am now based
in Toulouse. Currently, I’m finishing an MA with Middlesex University and
Trestle Theatre.
Inspired by many artists (especially Peter Brook and Augusto Boal) I love
how theatre can provoke vital change and empower people. Exploring ideas
through devising and working collaboratively is exciting and I enjoy discovering
and experimenting with new approaches and techniques. I believe theatre to be
a place where everybody belongs.

Alessandra Fel

I am a physical performer, director, writer, choreographer and teacher. I
relocated to Singapore in 2013 where I founded my own company TheatreLab.
Since then I have been teaching Jacques Lecoq as a method of actor’s training
and creating my own work. I am currently based as a freelancer in Europe and
under the mentorship of David Glass and The David Glass Ensemble.
As a teacher I am interested in facilitating the creativity of young people.
As a performer/creator I like to collaborate internationally and devise meaningful
work. As for my own work at the moment I am adapting an Italian fictional book
into a theatre play.

Check out Alessandra’s AiR offerings here.

Stephen Finegold

I studied for a degree in performance arts at Bradford University achieving First
Class Honours before training as an actor at the Royal Central School of
Speech and Drama in London. I have performed in theatres all over the world
including in the West End and Broadway as well as regular appearances on UK
television and in film.
I am now living in Shanghai and work as Performing Arts Centre Director
at Shanghai American School in China. My passion for theatre is driven by
physical and visual storytelling using mask, clown movement and gesture. How
the human body functions in space is central to my development as a theatre
artist.
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Check out Stephen’s AiR offerings here.

Kat Fletcher

Based in the United Kingdom, I have spent the past 17 years working as a
theatre practitioner, director and educator at home and internationally. I
currently work as an Education Associate Practitioner with the Royal
Shakespeare Company and The National Theatre leading teacher professional
development and student workshops.
I’m fascinated by a diverse range of teaching pedagogies to promote
learning, engagement and creativity, and love finding ways to engage people in
a safe, ethical and nurturing way. I have coordinator a range of festivals
overseas in America, Africa and China; bringing together hundreds of artists,
students, teachers and academics in exploration, performance and debate.

Richard Free

I have written musicals produced in London, New York, Chicago - even Wales and kids’ musicals, published by Samuel French and performed worldwide. I
lead workshops in musical theatre performance and writing and am currently
working on this biography, which I hope to turn into a critically acclaimed
liederkreis.
In workshops I try to ensure that everyone is involved. Everyone gets a
voice, everyone gets to be heard. Theatre is a magical space where the tone
deaf can sing, the clumsy can dance and the socially awkward can act a tender
love scene. And if it's played right, it'll work.

Check out Richard’s AiR offerings here.

Kate Friend

I am a teacher and director of youth theatre and I have taught drama in the
United Kingdom, Germany, China and Thailand. My current home is Switzerland
where I can be found teaching, directing and eating a great deal of cheese.
I love exploring stories with young actors and designers – whether with
puppets, swathes of material or physical theatre. I am at my happiest when in a
theatre space with a story, a box full of objects and no idea what direction my
students will take. I love working for ISTA, it is always a joy to meet dynamic
young people from around the world.

Christina Fulcher

I am an inclusive movement director, choreographer, intimacy coordinator and
educator working internationally in opera, theatre and new writing. I hold an
MFA in Movement from Royal Central School of Speech and Drama. I am a
credential and qualified teacher with years of experience across all ages in
dance, drama and technical theatre.
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Collaboration is the driving force behind my work. My practice is
all-inclusive, and I balance my positive, upbeat style with an organised and
precisely-planned approach. My mantra is translating complex concepts into
manageable and translatable chunks for drama students to bring into their
acting toolbox. Dream big.

Check out Christina’s AiR offerings here.

Leanne Fulcher

I have been in love with the theatre since age three when I followed Snow White
to centre-stage. Unfortunately, I was supposed to be waiting in the wings with
the other dancing buttercups but I could not resist the lure of the limelight.
Originally from Canada, I have had the opportunity to live and work in Mexico,
England, Malaysia and now Singapore, where I teach middle school drama and
direct the annual productions.
My biggest passions in life are theatre, teaching, writing and traveling. I
really enjoy adapting popular stories for the stage such as Wrinkle in Time,
Nightmare Before Christmas and even Harry Potter. As a director, I no longer
need the limelight for myself but I love the relationships that form during this
creative process and all the details that combine to bring magic to the stage.

Sophie Galton

I have a BA in Theatre Acting and PGCE in Drama. I have worked in schools in
the United Kingdom and internationally teaching IGCSE drama and IB Diploma
Theatre. My core teaching is a mix of devising work and the exploration of
practitioners such as Antonin Artaud and the Theatre of Cruelty.
The movement of change, the ability to explore, imagine and redesign
our worlds through theatre is an incredible experience. This is what inspires and
drives me as an artist. From Brecht to Butoh, Boal to Bausch – theatre is an
avenue of culture, expression and unimaginable possibilities.

Dylan George

I have loved, cried, giggled and burped on numerous stages across Canada,
both indoor and out, including works for my own award-winning theatre
company based in Toronto. I have been shot, made love and bared my fangs in
front of the camera and more recently, worked behind it capturing the magic of
others.
I mostly enjoy physically dynamic and visually interesting artistic works.
I’m a big fan of multimedia integration while keeping a strong focus on the
simple humanistic element of live performance. I love live music, especially
when musicians and actors come together in one performance space.

Check out Dylan’s AiR offerings here.
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Nicole Glisson

I began on my international teaching adventure in the United Kingdom, before
then traversing through Malaysia, Turkey, China and finally appearing
downstage Singapore. Growing up in a sleepy little beach town in Tasmania,
Australia I have now lived in some of the biggest bustling cities of the world –
both sides of which experiences have shaped my approach to theatre and life.
I have always been fascinated by the complex stories explored through
movement. Physical theatre, dance, mime, choreographed scene changes =
endless possibilities. I have taught drama, dance and yoga to a whole range of
ages and abilities and believe that theatre is for everyone. I am also really
interested in the links between theatre and wellness. Let’s share some stories.

Matt Godfrey

At the age of ten I started my career on stage in a production of Brecht’s Galileo
and followed it up by making my international debut on the Canadian TV cult
classic You Can’t Do That on Television. Studying at the National Theatre
School of Canada and the Moscow Art Theatre, my focus expanded into dance,
improvisation, clown, street performing, television and film.
Theatre is a time machine allowing its participants to visit past, future
and parallel stories – connecting them to that great lineage that has passed
before and will continue long after they are gone. As a performer, director,
producer, editor and teacher one of my greatest joys is this opportunity to live, if
only briefly, beyond the scope and bounds of a single lifetime.

Check out Matt’s AiR offerings here.

Aileen Gonsalves

I am passionate about empowering actors to discover and express their
authentic, unique selves. I’ve developed a new way of training actors: The
Gonsalves Method (rooted in Meisner). A methodical, replicable approach which
creates truthful, alive performance moment to moment. Building a trusting
ensemble, awakening permission, inspiring risk taking and true connection.
I directed an MA acting course, taught BA acting, direct courses and do
many workshops for young people internationally. I have done extensive CPD
teacher training with the Royal Shakespeare Company over a decade of
working across all ages. I am very used to working with other practitioners to
create events, programmes and workshops.

Check out Aileen’s AiR offerings here.

Ulrich Gottlieb

Trained in mime, physical theatre as well as taijiquan, I started as a street
theatre practitioner which later led to the stage at the Bavarian State Theatre in
Munich. My work developed into physical theatre and I moved to Bangkok
where I worked for Patravadi Theatre and was a lecturer at the Faculty of Fine
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Arts at Srinakharinwirot University and Chulalongkorn University in the subjects
Stage Movement and advanced movement for both dance and theatre.
The magic of physical theatre keeps me fascinated. Theatre is life and it
happens live. I love the magic and surprises in theatre where we can be part of
a moment of life under a magnifier – which still holds the risk of a real life
moment. I’m passionate about how the performer creates their own physical
language.

Emily Jane Grant

I am a bilingual facilitator, director and performer and run my own company Join
the Dots Theatre as well as working freelance. I trained at Middlesex University,
E.N.S.A.T.T in France and then with Moon Fool company with whom I work with
as an associate artist. This collaboration has been instrumental in shaping my
physical work and building on my musicality.
I have been lucky enough to work across the world touring shows and
workshops. I am always amazed at how theatre opens the mind – creating
spaces in which we question, dream, create, share and connect. I thrive on the
magic of masks, the power of ensemble work and the rhythm and music that
exists in everything we do.

Check out Emily Jane’s AiR offerings here.

Desta Haile

I'm a Bangkok-born, British Eritrean singer and educator, who grew up all
around the world. I've been part of ISTA festivals for almost 20 years now, as
student, ensemble leader, visiting teacher and host.
Each festival is an adventure. I'm fascinated by music, language and how
theatre is used to build communities and improve people's lives. Working with
the Theatre of the Oppressed in Brazil and touring as a vocalist with many
different international artists has really informed and enriched my practice. I feel
fortunate to have learned so much with every ISTA experience.

Check out Desta’s AiR offerings here.

Kamil Haque

I am a Singaporean acting coach, director, producer and actor of multi-ethnic
origin. As the artistic director of Haque Centre of Acting & Creativity (HCAC),
Singapore’s first professional acting studio, I have coached actors to appear in
leading and supporting roles in major Hollywood films and in international,
regional and local TV series.
I empower people of all backgrounds, experience levels and objectives
to figure out what stories they want to tell and how to tell those stories better.
As an ISTA SEL I am most sustained by 'lightbulb moments'... those moments
when students just 'get it' and a metaphorical light bulb goes off.
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Check out Kamil’s AiR offerings here.

Joshua Hatt

I am an international drama teacher and probably the biggest theatre nerd you’ll
come across. I am obsessed with learning and sharing in artistic experiences
with everyone and anyone who will listen. Recently returning to my home
country of Canada, I have lived and worked all over the world to share the
richness that dramatic experiences can bring to anyone.
My dramatic interests include physical theatre, theorists, Commedia
dell’Arte, melodrama, mask, improvisation, voice work and puppetry. My nerdy
passion lies in doing the dirty work with theatre curriculum and authentic
assessment development. Drama truly is my passion and sharing all that drama
has to offer everyone is my mission.

Check out Josh’s AiR offerings here.

Katrina Hegarty

My interest in drama started in the north of England from an early age where I
performed in numerous pantomimes and plays in the Blackpool Winters
Gardens and Grand Theatre. I then went on to study Drama and Theatre
Studies at the University of Kent, followed by a PGCE at the University of
Leeds.
My love of travel took me to Beijing where I first found out about the
wonderful world of ISTA and I haven't looked back since. Currently I’m the
Director of Performing Arts at Dulwich College Singapore where I teach ‘tots to
teens’. I have been an IB DP Examiner for 8 years, currently examining the
Collaborative Group Project.

Adam Herzig

I have been a practitioner of theatre for over 25 years as a director, actor,
producer and teacher across the globe. My career has spanned from being an
artistic director of a theatre in Seattle to directing musical theatre with at-risk
youth in New York City. I now live in Shanghai, teaching theatre at SAS.
Theatre has always been my place for family and community as well as
my mouthpiece for a tiny attempt at change. My passion for theatre has been a
lifelong struggle of learning and falling, then learning how to fall—always
believing the risk is worth the reward.

Elizabeth Hodge

I have always been interested in different cultures having grown up in Nepal,
living there for twelve years. After a four year stint teaching in China, I am
currently living and working in Cambodia, with my husband and two daughters.
Teaching theatre and sharing my passion for the subject with my students is
what I love best.
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I trained at the Royal Central School of Speech and Drama, specialising
in Applied Theatre. Through teaching the IB I have enjoyed being on a constant
learning journey, discovering new practitioners, plays and traditions. I love
directing and devising – specifically using a range of physical theatre
techniques and creating theatre for change.

Check out Elizabeth’s AiR offerings here.

Joanna Holden

I have been a performer and facilitator since 1992 working with all age groups
from four to eighty four. I wanted to be a classical actor but people would
always laugh - so I decided to train further in comedy, clown and
non-naturalistic and visual theatre forms.
I love masks, full-face, half and the red nose. The mask gives us an
impulse to play, it engages the imagination of the performer and the audience giving students the confidence to play and discover, to take risks and explore
and to understand what works for their unique selves.

Check out Joanna’s AiR offerings here.

Elizabeth Hunt Lucarini

I grew up on a large cattle ranch in southern Arizona that bordered Mexico and
was a wealth of cultural activity. Childhood was a wonderful mix of languages,
music, dance, riding horses and roping cattle. At the age of 13, I began working
as an actor which carried me into teaching, which in turn carried me into
counselling – using theatre as a therapeutic technique.
I am a licensed psychotherapist, IB Theatre teacher and have performed
and taught in the United States, Russia, Romania, Germany, Austria, Vietnam
and Luxembourg. I have trained with Augusto Boal and believe theatre can
change the world.

Alison Hurst

After having completed a degree in media performance and obtaining a
Master’s degree in Performance Art in London, I have now been working as a
teacher for ten years and am loving it. I have been fortunate enough to teach on
three continents so far and have lived in London, Dubai, Brazil, Spain, Malaysia
and am currently based in Australia. This in itself has allowed me to experience
rich theatre all over the world.
The power of the theatre to touch human beings and play on their
emotions—pushing them to ask questions and search for answers—is a
motivating factor for the type of theatre that I like to see and create. Messages
and storytelling, whether political or personal, are at the centre of the work that I
find most enjoyable.

19

Ash Huxtable

I’m currently head of drama at the Australian International School in Singapore.
It’s been two decades since I left Tasmania – a little island at the bottom of
Australia – to see the world. Since then I’ve worked in the United Kingdom,
Turkey, Malaysia, China and Singapore, teaching drama and understanding
some amazing cultures.
I am devoted to theatre – learning about it, teaching it, creating it and
viewing it. I love that theatre is a living art form and enjoy working in all the
dimensions it demands. It constantly amazes me and challenges me—it is never
boring or repetitive and always offers new and exciting opportunities to shape
and create works of art. And then it’s gone. Nevertheless, it has made an
impression that is slower to fade.

Rachel Jackson

I have been teaching middle and high school drama and theatre since 2000,
after graduating from Goldsmiths University, United Kingdom. I’ve since taught
in international schools in Thailand, Hong Kong and Sri Lanka. I am an ambivert
– an introvert and an extrovert.
I love drama, being creative and collaborating with others but put me on
stage and my palms start to sweat and sometimes I forget what to say. So
know you are not alone. ISTA events are the best way for me (and for you) to
take risks, create make-believe, explore infinite possibilities and meet new
people. I love creating physical theatre and anything that gets me moving in an
empty space.

Corin James

Born in Australia and raised in the United Kingdom, I have been teaching drama
and English since 1999—three years in a state comprehensive in England then
Thailand (six years), Beijing (five years) and Hong Kong (three years). I now work
at Dulwich College (Singapore).
My passion for drama and theatre has developed and grown over the
years. I love the way each experience is different—the way the students’
responses to a given theme or text or skill repeatedly confound your
expectations and the way drama provides a forum where students’ ideas are
genuinely valued.

Ian Johnston

I am an actor, stand-up, psychic entertainer, hypnotist, teacher and fight
arranger. I currently live in Los Angeles as an IB teacher and artist in residence, I
am the artistic director of the multi-award winning Cavort Theatre, writing,
performing and touring shows. My current show is The Universe (101), a
critically acclaimed comedy I perform with fellow ISTA artist Matthew Godfrey.
As a director and performer, I am primarily interested in combining
aspects of contrasting theatrical practice, working towards what Eugenio Barba
calls a 'small tradition'. I like to create unique moments and to use space in
interesting ways. Site-specific and immersive theatre excites me as does
subverting convention and audience expectation.
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Check out Ian’s AiR offerings here.

Shane Jones

I work as a freelance director, choreographer and producer of theatre. Born in
New Zealand I now live in Australia working freelance for a variety of theatre
companies across text-based theatre to musicals to physical theatre. Initially
trained in dance, acting and physical theatre it did not take long before I
discovered a love for directing.
I have completed post-graduate studies in Directing at the National
Institute of Dramatic Art in Sydney, travelled to New York City to study physical
actor training with the SITI Company and I was awarded a Mike Walsh
Fellowship to study Film Directing at New York Film Academy in NYC. As a
director working across diverse mediums I am committed to creating and
retelling engaging contemporary stories of social relevance and importance.

Check out Shane’s AiR offerings here.

Fenella Kelly

I am an international drama specialist, teacher, teacher trainer and dancer. I
co-founded the international theatre company in Istanbul, was a member of
Physical Theatre company in Brazil and in contemporary dance companies in
the United Kingdom, India, Brazil and Egypt. Now I am a freelance artist based
in the UK.
I love all the performing arts and play the flute and saxophone in bands,
learn drumming and sing in choirs. I also teach and perform Latin American
dances including salsa and tango. Since 2008 I have been learning Kathakali. I
now teach and perform this dance-theatre tradition.

Check out Fenella’s AiR offerings here.

Claudia Kennedy

Trained in contemporary dance/theatre and with a MA in Drama in Education,
I’ve worked mainly in Europe, Africa and the Middle East as a dancer,
choreographer, theatre artist and teacher. I’m also a teacher trainer, workshop
leader and schools’ consultant for the IB and work with artists young and old
and educators from all around the world.
I love taking the seeds of an idea and exploring it through movement,
gesture, text, voice, sound… to evoke images in the imagination. To create
something where before there was nothing. Physical theatre and the use of
non-naturalistic forms such as puppetry and mask fascinate me as well as
creating site-specific and promenade pieces that challenge an audience.
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Check out Claudia’s AiR offerings here.

Will Kerley

I’m a freelance director of theatre and opera and my first feature film - The
Krays’ Mad Axeman - has just been released. I’ve worked internationally on
productions at companies including the RSC, the National Theatre, the Bush
Theatre, the Almeida Theatre and in opera at Opera Philadelphia, the NCPA
Beijing and the Royal Opera House.
I believe that making good theatre is all about finding the right balance of
spontaneity and discipline. It’s a paradox we might call 'serious play'. When I’m
working, whether on classic texts or new/devised ones, my approach is always
this: energy first – analysis later.

Check out Will’s AiR offerings here.

Revati Khattar

I am a professional dancer, choreographer and a certified yoga trainer, and did
my Bachelors in Business. In this past decade of working in the performing arts
space, which started with being a certified trainer at the Danceworx Academy, I
have performed in shows, commercials, choreographed for a Netflix series and
a few movies and taught dance at the American Embassy School, New Delhi.
From brainstorming to showcasing, the complete process of creation is
something I feel passionately about. It excites me to pick up a theme and find
our own way of interpreting it and at the same time seeing how
differently/similarly someone else might relate to it. I enjoy working with young
minds, always filled with refreshing ideas and new angles.

Check out Will’s AiR offerings here.

Debra Kidd

For 21 years I taught drama to children as young as four right through to high
school and even at university. Now I work with teachers and students in schools
around the world, exploring how drama can bring learning to life. This might
involve leading them through curriculum development or it might involve talking
about leadership.
Knowing how important the arts is to human development drove me to
do my doctorate in education and to write four books about education placing
the arts, creativity and humanity at the heart of learning. I believe that the arts
have many benefits for wellbeing and for learning, but most of all, I believe that
the arts have the power to change the world and so most of my work centres
around empowerment. A pedagogy of power.
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Dean Krawchuck

I was born and raised in Canada but I am currently teaching in Hong Kong,
having previously taught in Dubai, London as well as Canada. I hold a BFA in
Interdisciplinary Performance where I focused on physical theatre such as
clown and mask work, in addition to devising, film, photography and creative
writing.
Through teaching the IB I have learned so much more about world
theatre traditions and various practitioners, which I really enjoy exploring with
the students I work with. I love exploring ideas through physical theatre and
movement while I am interested in developing innovative ways to integrate
technology into performance work and performing in unique spaces.

Sacha Kyle

I am a theatre and television director and writer based in Glasgow, Scotland,
and was born in Vancouver, Canada. I have directed and performed theatre
around the world training with Teatro De Los Sentidos in Spain and Eugenio
Varga in Italy.
As an artist I love experimenting and working with new ideas. I specialise
in directing contemporary writing, devised work and comedy. I create work for
both children and adults – most recently creating, writing and directing new
television drama and animation for BBC and CBeebies across both age groups.

Check out Sacha’s AiR offerings here.

Sierra Laderoute

The dramatic arts has been an ongoing part of my life since I could mime in
diapers. I was born and raised in Canada. I have a BA in Drama and Education
and BED in teaching drama and English. I have worked with children of all ages
in the dramatic arts. I have now been teaching drama in the international circuit
for the last 5 years but still make time to pursue my own dramatic artistry in all
its weirdness.
Being an artist and a teacher I am constantly blown away by creativity. It
is a powerful tool to create meaning, to express creativity, to connect to our
surroundings and to explore the deepest depths of our imaginations. My
favourite part about the dramatic arts is the community it creates, and how it
supports you to discover the weird and wonderful you.

Edna Lau

Born and raised in Canada, my passion for the performing arts was kindled
through my early years as a dancer. Along the way, I began exploring the fusion
of different dance genres and other elements such as martial arts, yoga,
storytelling and various mediums in my personal journey of discovery.
I believe music, dance and drama are powerful tools for learning and
expression. I thrive on channelling that into my classroom teaching,
choreography and theatre work. I love it when everyone gets to play through
time, space and possibilities simply using our imagination and bodies.
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Helen Leblique

I’m from the north east of England and have a degree in English Literature and a
master’s degree in Staging Shakespeare. I have been working as a director,
assistant director and workshop leader for 14 years for companies such as the
Orange Tree Theatre, Shared Experience and the Royal Shakespeare Company.
As an artist I am fascinated by the myriad of interpretative possibilities in
Shakespeare’s texts. I’m also drawn to stories that explore shifts in power
during moments of political or social upheaval. I am curious, playful and enjoy
working collaboratively – using games and exercises to release the actor’s
creativity.

Amanda Lehoux

I fell in love with drama, devising and theatre when I was 14 years old, and have
been exploring and pursuing my passion ever since. My interest in drama and
devising lead me to complete a Theatre-in-Education Fine Arts degree at age
22, and I have been teaching and learning around the world as an international
theatre/drama teacher since then.
What interests me as an artist is the role of ensemble in creating and
how, when we work together, we can accomplish so much more than when we
work in isolation. The creative process and its multitude of possibilities make
me excited to create collectively every day.

Check out Amanda’s AiR offerings here.

James Lehmann

I am originally from Scotland and have been involved with ISTA for 30 years,
both as an artist and a teacher at schools in Geneva (ISG) and Brussels (ISB). I
have trained in improvisation with Keith Johnstone, movement with Lorna
Marshall, singing with Michael Deason-Barrow and teaching with Mike
Pasternak.
My interests as a theatre maker are very diverse - I have as much
fascination for devising pieces from scratch as I do for taking a
classically-scripted piece and reworking it. I enjoy weaving the conceptual,
design and performance elements of theatre into an intriguing tapestry that
invites the audience to think and to ask questions.

Check out James’ AiR offerings here.

Tim Licata

I am a professional actor, director and magician based in Scotland. I am artistic
director of Plutôt la Vie, a company that creates imaginative, physical and
visually driven theatre. I teach clown, bouffon, improvisation and movement  to
professional, student and community groups as well as for the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland.
I am trained in the Feldenkrais Method of Awareness Through Movement
which strongly influences my work as an actor, director and teacher. I love
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working with text and using physical techniques as starting points for actors to
find new ways of bringing words to life. I am also a magician.

Check out Tim’s AiR offerings here.

Esti MacInnes

I am a Polish/Scottish actor currently living in New York City. I received my BA
in American Theatre Arts from Rose Bruford, a school that shaped not just my
artistic muscles but my practitioner ones too. I write and produce my own work
because why wait for casting to knock on your door?
As an artist I am inspired by language that isn’t afraid to shock and work
that takes a stand on our current political climate. I am moved by the younger
generations – fighting to create their own platforms so they can be heard. In
turn, this pushes me to go deeper in my own devising and writing.

Odette MacKenzie

I work interchangeably as an actor and theatre educator. I have a bachelor of
arts degree in Theatre and Literature and a masters in Teaching. My work as an
actor and singer has informed my approach to teaching and working as an ISTA
artist.
I have a love of all things theatre from playwriting to getting it on its feet
and moving it in the space. As an artist educator my passion lies in how we can
tell stories in interesting ways. How can we hook an audience and keep them
listening?

Check out Odette’s AiR offerings here.

Agustin Maggi

I am a professional actor and director from Uruguay. Theatre has been my
passion ever since I was a little boy. Having worked as an English teacher for
many years I decided to concentrate all my teaching time and experience on
theatre, both at primary and secondary level at The British Schools,
Montevideo.
I have now worked here for 20 years, coordinating the arts department as
well as working inside the classroom. I have been teaching IB Diploma Theatre
since 2002. ISTA and the IB have opened my horizons to the world. I spent time
in Cardiff training and gaining greater understanding of grade awards and
worked as an online faculty member for five years.
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Avital Manor Peleg

I am an international performance artist and educator. Recently I started my
PhD studies, focusing on masks in theatre and rituals. I was also appointed as
the Director of the Israeli Puppetry School and was posted as a Cultural Attaché
to the Consulate General of Israel in Boston. Today I teach my acting method at
the theatre department for future educators at Kibbutzim College.
I specialise in visual performance, non-verbal and physical theatre with
masks. I believe that acting with masks can be a unique artistic experience that
provides a gateway to human consciousness and awakens unexpected
communication skills and social awareness.

Check out Avital’s AiR offerings here.

Joachim Matschoss

I was born in Germany and now call Melbourne, Australia, home. I am a
playwright, poet and theatre maker. I lecture in devising at the National Theatre
Drama School and I am an examiner for IB Theatre and am on the examination
panel in Victoria/Australia for Solo Performance.
I am interested in theatre that doesn’t just reproduce what was
envisioned long ago, as it wouldn’t have the same impact. I am interested in
pushing through limits to challenge. That’s obviously somewhat ambitious and I
might never get there. Theatre needs to be raw and always tell a story.

Check out Joachim’s AiR offerings here.

Katie Meadows

I grew up in Wales, the land of song, and from my first role as a bumble bee I
was hooked by the world of theatre. I completed my BA in Acting at the
Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts in 1999 and worked as an actor for ten
years before teaching.
As an artist my aim is to keep learning. I love to collaborate, to create
something from nothing, to play and to explore meaning. Over the years I have
come to love the power of movement as a form of expression and it excites me
when I get the chance to explore my passion with young people.

Katie Milton

I found my passion for theatre at age five as the fairy in the Christmas play.
However, that passion lay dormant for too long, until my son found theatre in
grade 6. I started out small—decorating the theatre lobby. That was eight years
ago and since then my second home has been backstage.
ISTA offers an amazing experience - it allows drama students to flourish
in their element. To watch them talk drama with others of their species is
inspiring. I love the fact that as Rep I can be there in the thick of it with these
amazing young people following their passion.
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Shruti Mishra

I am a theatre and movement artist from India. My training with many artists
around the world specialises in movement based theatre and other movement
based art forms like modern contemporary dance, Indian classical dance and
various movement sciences like WUTAO and body conditioning.
As a performing artist I am interested in telling stories about different
cultures around the world in a way that brings together the artistic intent with
the various skills, thereby giving the skills a poetic intent and expression.

Check out Shruti’s AiR offerings here.

Randy Moss

I have had the honour of teaching theatre for 35 years, the last 25 in
international schools on five different continents. I have been an ISTA artist
since 1997. Teaching fulfils me – being a husband to a beautiful woman, Dad to
two amazing daughters and Pop to nine precious grandbabies makes my heart
sing.
Promoting 'Yes' and eliminating 'I can’t' drives me as an artist. My career
has taught me that when a creative problem is addressed with 'Yes' the results
are often magic. As a teacher and theatre artist—I am dedicated to inspiring
those I work with to take 'I can’t' out of our artistic vocabulary.

Check out Randy’s AiR offerings here.

Awelani Moyo

I was born in Zimbabwe and grew up in South Africa where I first studied
drama. I completed my PhD in Theatre Studies in the United Kingdom and lived
in southeast Asia for five years. I have a background as performer, writer and
director, and now live in Spain with my husband.
I enjoy creating original and devised performances based on my personal
experiences and in the past few years I have been exploring my Shona
Zimbabwean/Venda South African heritage through research and
experimentation. I’m interested in using storytelling and music to create a sense
of community and belonging.

Check out Awelani’s AiR offerings here.

John Patrick Mulhall

I grew up in Toronto in a family of musicians, pursued degrees in music and
urban youth counselling and stepped into a career as a choir conductor,
director and counsellor. Theatre became a major force of change when I moved
to Manila, The Philippines, working as an actor, vocal coach, director and
drama teacher.
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My passion for musical theatre has been a driving force for me as a
teacher/director. I’m also inspired by the extraordinary power of physical
theatre. Every play and musical I direct teaches me something new about how
the roles of performers, student assistant directors and crew draw us together
in creating powerful theatre.

Nicola Murray

Following my training in ballet and contemporary dance, I graduated from
Middlesex University and the State University of New York, having performed in
works by Mark Baldwin and Shobana Jeyasingh. My teaching career began at
The BRIT School for Performing Arts in London and I am currently the director
of dance at Fallibroome Academy in Cheshire, United Kingdom.
My love for dance stems back to a 6-year old me, throwing myself
around my childhood home to Kate Bush. Martha Graham famously said 'Dance
is the hidden language of the soul'. I believe dance enables us to express who
we are and connect with others. It brings us joy, wellbeing and a sense of being
in the moment.

Laurie Neall

I was born in the United Kingdom and have lived in three continents over my
lifetime. I'm one of the first generation of non-Brazilians to be a Contra-Mestre
of Capoeira Angola, I've played capoeira for over 20 years. Wherever I'm living, I
play capoeira: with adults, with children, with my shadow.
I'm inspired by how each game keeps bringing joy and challenges to
everyone who plays. I’ve taught at dance academies, schools and universities
across Europe, Latin America, Asia and Africa. My art form reminds me of the
endless beauty and variety of life. And that there are always challenges to learn
from.

Jonothan Neelands - ISTA patron

I am a National Teaching Fellow, Professor of Creative Education at the
Warwick Business School and Chair of Drama and Theatre Education at the
University of Warwick. In addition to my academic profile, I am an experienced
creative workshop leader and drama practitioner with a national and
international reputation for delivering high quality keynotes, executive education
and master classes.
Recently, I was Director of Study for the Warwick Commission on the
Future of Cultural Value and Research Project Director for the Creative
Industries Federation. I am Director of Research on the Executive Bid
Committee for Coventry City of Culture 2021.
I am the author of several texts for teachers and students, including
Structuring Drama Work, Beginning Drama 11-14, Key Shakespeare 1 and 2 and
Advanced Drama and Theatre Studies and Improving Your Primary School
Through Drama. Peter O’Connor’s Creating Democratic Citizens through Drama
Education: the writings of Jonothan Neelands is published by Trentham.
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Hannah Northcott

A drama educator, theater maker, content creator, yoga instructor and mother
of two, I currently teach middle school drama at the International School of
Beijing. I combine positive psychology, yoga and theatre to create
transformative journeys through playful experiences.
Having received a BA in Broadcast Communication, a master’s degree in
Imaginative Education at Simon Fraser University, a master yoga instructor
certification and acting training at the Lee Strasberg Theater Institute in New
York and in Meyerhold’s biomechanics at Kuala Lumpur, I continue to be
inspired by artists, students and teachers worldwide.

Check out Hannah’s AiR offerings here.

Juliette O’Brien

I am a theatre and English teacher with over 15 years’ experience. I have a
Masters in Theatre and Performance Studies and a PhD in Dance and am
studying for a Certificate in Dance in Education. I have studied many dance and
theatre styles and musicalities from many different cultures.
I am interested in weaving together my knowledge of music, movement,
dance, literature and theatre, and I love experimenting with how these elements
can interplay to create enhanced, alternative and layered meanings.

Keriann O'Rourke

I call Singapore my 'home away from home' and have been working here in
education as a Kindergarten teacher as well as a drama and dance middle
school specialist. I am a proud member of the ISTA team and work as an event
coordinator, digital and social media coordinator, and also as the Singapore
regional coordinator for ISTA. I also put together our monthly Scene and Behind
the Scenes publications, blogs and email communication.
I adore all things that have to do with using our bodies and voices in
unique ways to tell stories, interpret texts and to develop a creative
understanding of our world around us. I am particularly interested in ways that
we can use technology in our arts classroom to make our theatre work come to
life - taking what we already know, applying visual, audio and experiential
elements to make the actor's experience move beyond the stage.

Robin Paley Yorke

I am a sight-impaired performer, practitioner and theatre maker from northeast
England and now based in London. Following training in BA European Theatre
Arts and MA Ensemble Theatre at Rose Bruford College, I have since performed
internationally with the likes of Seemia Theatre, Teatr Pieśń Kozła and Verity
Standen.
I encourage an ensemble to work collaboratively and endeavour to
integrate exercises so they are accessible for people who are d/Deaf, disabled
and visually-impaired. My practice focuses on the holistic approach to listening;
I ask participants to try and listen with their body, to themselves, to others and
to their environments through ensemble physical theatre exercises.
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Jo Parish

I am a qualified certified accountant of many years. Prior to ISTA, my
professional background had always been in accountancy and practice
management. In 2001 I started working for ISTA part-time, when we were a
relatively small organisation. We’ve grown quite a bit since then and I’m now
ISTA’s full-time Finance Director.
Although I’m not an artist as such, and have no theatre background,
having been with ISTA for so long, I also get to Rep events from time to time.
This allows me to see the fantastic work that we do, and also to meet people
from the ISTA community from all over the world.

Anna Parr

My first 18 years were spent in Singapore before moving to England for
university. Since then I have worked in television and with several theatre
companies and drama schools. Seventeen years ago, my love for Asia brought
me back to Singapore and Indonesia where I have taught drama in four
international schools.
I joyfully joined ISTA as a student ensemble leader eight years ago and
have been thrilled with the opportunity to encourage children to work creatively
as an ensemble and learn to explore Asian art forms, re-contextualising
powerful moments in a dynamic creative process using movement, ritual and
sound.

Julie Pasqual

I have happily spent my entire adult life as a dancer, storyteller, clown in
hospitals and a yoga instructor. Born and raised in New York City, I took to
dance as a tween and while touring in musical theatre shows I began to study
acting, clown, storytelling and eventually yoga.
I perform as a clown in hospitals for children and as a storyteller in the
United States and internationally for audiences in preschools, prisons and
everywhere in between. As a teaching artist I enjoy empowering children to
create art that is original and authentic while having fun.

Check out Julie’s AiR offerings here.

Mike Pasternak

I have recently retired, after many years at the International School of Geneva
(Ecolint) with teaching experiences in Canada, United Kingdom and the United
States following a brief sojourn as a university research fellow – exploring theatre
and learning approaches. ISTA posts include ensemble leader/teacher trainer,
president of the board of trustees and honorary life member.
I have always loved stories - through speech, song, image or movement— always been fascinated by accounts of the human adventure. The urge to learn
pulled me into contact with the theories of Laban. My growth as a theatre person
was heavily influenced by personal experiences and interactions with Boal, Barba
Brook and Benison.
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Malina Patel

I was born and raised in Toronto, Canada, but have been lucky to have lived in
Uzbekistan, Tanzania, Ukraine and India, working as a drama teacher while
exploring new places and fascinating cultures. I completed a BFA in Acting and
a B.Ed in Drama and English, and then worked as a professional stage manager
for various Canadian theatre companies before my international adventures
began.
I have been an IB DP Theatre teacher and examiner for many years but
as an artist I see myself as a writer, director, performer, teacher, learner and
social justice advocate. Theatre allows me to explore and experiment in all of
these roles.

Check out Malina’s AiR offerings here.

Nicolas Pavlos

I'm a true ‘third culture kid’: I carry a US passport but was born in Poland and
raised all over the world in various international cities and schools. My 'life lens'
- and by extension, my view of theatre - is an attempt to link common stories
together, regardless of disparate cultural backgrounds. I currently live and teach
at the American School of Warsaw, and taught previously in New Delhi, Ghana
and Abu Dhabi.
I studied performance in the US and UK, and my passions include
classical theatre, site-specific devising and projection design for the stage. At
the moment, the necessity of creating a shared emotional space with other
people - whether audience or performers - couldn't be more vital or important. If
theatre is to remain meaningful, we teachers and specialists will have to keep it
current, relevant and reflective of the rapidly changing social and economic
dynamics in peoples' lives.

Daniel Pearton

I am an Australian who lived in Beijing for five years until recently embarking on
a new adventure to Bangkok, Thailand. I have been playing music and acting
from an early age and am a musical theatre addict. However, my time in China
has given me a real appreciation and understanding of the Chinese traditional
arts.
I have an absolute passion for watching and experiencing theatre,
contemporary dance and contemporary art. My travels throughout the world
have opened doors to new and exciting forms of art. I am passionate about
devising theatre for young people.

Annie Philip

I have had 20 years of experience teaching and working with young people in a
range of settings - in refugee camps, in language schools and in schools in
Europe and Asia. I have directed and devised numerous performances from
Jekyll and Hyde in east London to Shakespeare on the Saigon River.
Since 2014 I have worked as an artist with Heart Wings, a charity which
provides drama education to migrant worker children living in Nanjing. I firmly
believe that drama is a powerful tool for self-development and change and I am
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grateful for every opportunity I have to collaborate and create with people from
all over the world.

Samantha Pierce

I have been teaching for 14 years and have been lucky enough to call England,
Spain and Hong Kong my homes, though I now reside in the United States. I
have lead many theatre departments and most recently spent eight years in
Hong Kong at the Canadian International School of Hong Kong. I have also
taught TOK, film and dance. I am a team leader, a curriculum consultant and a
workshop leader for teachers. I also act as the DP Theatre Facilitator for the
online My IB Forum.
The world of theatre has been my safe place, my yogi, my inspiration, my
doctor, my teacher and the place I go to dream, work, sweat, think, test, reflect,
revise and create. I love finding scripts and stimuli that are relevant yet
challenging and I am constantly reading new works and having ‘a-ha’ moments
when I discover a gem.

Nick Pillow

I'm a comedian, actor, theatre education consultant and teacher, originally from
the United Kingdom but now based in Mumbai. Prior to freelancing, I was a full
time teacher for 12 years in London and Mumbai, and have also worked for the
Royal Shakespeare Company in London, and as a stand-up comedian and
comedy actor here in Mumbai and across the globe.
As an artist, I have pursued two passions: comedy and Shakespeare,
which aren't as far apart as one might think. Both involve exploring the interplay
between words and the body, and finding new ways of expressing yourself. I've
also taught IB Literature and Performance for many years, and love exploring
the relationship between page and stage.

Check out Nick’s AiR offerings here.

Greg Pliska

I am a composer, music director and sound designer for theatre, film, television
and more. You may have heard my work playing before every showing in IMAX
theatres worldwide, or on Broadway in the plays Sylvia (composer) and War
Horse (MD) or on the Discovery TV series Life.
I thrive on collaboration and am at my best when trading ideas with other
creative artists. The arts are about transformation – we transform each other
when we create together, we transform the space when we create in it and we
transform the audience when we share our work with them.

Check out Greg’s AiR offerings here.
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Sakun Po

I am a 36-year old, Cambodian wheelchair user. I am currently working for one
of the biggest inclusive arts companies in Cambodia, as an inclusive arts course
team leader. This role allows me to provide arts skills to those with and without
disabilities.
I love being a part of ISTA as I get to work with people from different
backgrounds and cultures, as well as connecting and exchange ideas with
creatives from around the world. I am grateful for this opportunity and I believe
that as artists we can positively impact our world.

Catherine Rankin

I have been a traveller. I have travelled to 77 countries and lived in Papua New
Guinea, Australia, United Kingdom, China and now The Philippines. I have been
involved in theatre for over 30 years from working in Applied Theatre with
disadvantaged children to completing my masters of Applied Theatre.
I am driven to create collaborative experiences where students explore
and create a visual and expressive language that transcends time, space and
culture. Play is at the heart of everything I do.

Jeff Redman

As a teaching artist I’ve worked with students from ages 8 to 80 in the studio
and on stage in productions ranging from the classics to neo-futurist inspired
improvisation and original devised pieces. With a degree in theatre and
teaching, I've taught secondary school theatre in the United States,
Bangladesh, Zambia and China.
I believe in the transformative power of theatre and am interested in
facilitating opportunities for young artists to explore their creative potential. I
look for innovative and immediate theatre that opens a dialogue between the
creators and the audience. ISTA is an important part of any theatrical journey including mine.

Tim Reid

Having grown up in New York, I started my career as an educator in Japan and
have been working in a school just north of New York City for 22 years
developing a drama programme and building a theatre curriculum. I'm also
active in local theatre as a lighting and set designer, as a board member for
NYC Children's Theatre and as creator of study guides for Broadway
productions.
I love the creative freedom theatre gives me and the broad range of skills
and arts involved in putting a production together. I used to mix my toys
together as a kid to make new fun possibilities and I think theatre allows me to
continue that childhood play combining elements to achieve a vision.
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Steve Reynolds

I have taught theatre and TOK in England, Tanzania and Hong Kong for over 35
years. I am currently in a senior teaching post at the United World College in
Hong Kong. I am married with two amazing teenage children.
As an artist, I am drawn to theatre for personal and social change. I am a
psychotherapist (individual and group) specialising in psychodrama. I have also
directed Verbatim Theatre projects around the world, working with mentally
challenged teens, refugees and ex-prison offenders. I also teach Playback
Theatre and Theatre of the Oppressed.

Check out Steve’s AiR offerings here.

Julia Roberts

I have worked as a performer, director, television producer, writer and arts
manager in a wide spectrum of organisations. I have also trained performing
arts teachers for the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust and I am a
Director of an arts organisation called Culture Shift, based in Sussex.
My work engages with many marginalised people, including a
commission to create a play involving prisoners and their families.
Consequently, I have gained a specialism in Access and a conviction that
theatre provides the best platform to explore and celebrate diversity, finding
common ground – exactly what I love about ISTA.

Check out Julia’s AiR offerings here.

Sally Robertson

I was born and brought up in the north of England and didn’t travel abroad until
I was 18. In my third year of college I was asked if I’d be interested in doing my
final teaching practice at a British International School in Rome. I couldn’t pack
my bags quickly enough. I remember queuing, a few years later, at the Bouffes
du Nord in Paris for one of the last tickets for Peter Brooke’s production of The
Tempest. I was blown away by the magic. The stage was set for three decades
of travel, teaching in international schools and a passion for theatre.
The most significant artistic experience I recall was spending two years in
Paris studying with Monika Pagneux. From this I developed a fundamental
respect for the craft of the actor (the physical actor, that is) and for ensemble. I
love watching an individual student grow in confidence and awareness through
theatre and I love watching an ensemble build from the first tentative steps to a
bond that is as strong as any.

Carl Robinson

I have been a teacher at ISB since 2013 and before that, a university lecturer in
Contemporary Theatre and Performance as well as a member of a group which
specialised in collaboratively-created, socio-political theatre. Currently I am
collaborating with a group of artists in our company Light Bulbs In Soil, to make
devised performances for schools and theatres in Belgium.
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I like to think I have some of the spirit of Peter Pan inside me – the boy
who never grew up – so play and imagination are both important elements to
the kinds of creative work I make. When you're playing around trying to pull
everyone's ideas together, then sparks of creativity start flying—well then that's
where the fun really starts.

Greg Ruhe

I am a professional puppeteer and direct Puppet Pizzazz, a Texas-based
company dedicated to creating extraordinary special event entertainment and
puppetry experiences world-wide. By day I present shows and workshops at
educational institutions. In the evenings I often perform with my unique puppet
creations at parties.
I believe that puppetry has a magical quality that helps remove the fear of
performing. It releases inhibitions, builds confidence and allows for endless
creative dramatic possibilities. Acting is often stressful for young performers but
acting with a puppet can set one free. The impossible becomes possible with
puppetry.

Check out Greg’s AiR offerings here.

Rob Russell

I love to write musicals and outside of teaching I work as composer and
performer. I have composed and worked on soundtracks for films in Thailand
and Bangladesh such as Beautiful Boxer. I have a passion for delivering a
theatre and music programme for the underprivileged children of Dhaka and in
my free time I love to unicycle.
I believe in the power of the arts in education as a positive tool for
developing international understanding, tolerance and social responsibility. The
arts allow students the opportunity to grow and learn about themselves and
their place within the world. As an artist I want to communicate and share the
joy of creativity and discovery.

Daphne Said

I studied English and Theatre at the University of Malta and then furthered my
education at Loughborough, Leicester and LIPA. Every educational experience
gave me an insight into teaching, working collaboratively with others and
leading effectively. I joined the international school world in 2010 and have
taught in Malta and Rome.
ISTA was a great addition to my teaching experience, I have participated
in festivals, professional development workshops and hosted festivals in Malta.
Getting into teaching 17 years ago I never really thought I would be able to be a
full time teacher and artist… but it's happened.

Chris Salisbury

I am director for the Westcountry Storytelling Festival since 2002 and now the
all-new Oxford Storytelling Festival. I was part of the National Youth Theatre of
Great Britain ensemble, studied A-level Theatre and Theatre at Kent University
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and then acted with various touring theatre companies. I then founded
Scallywag Theatre-in-education Company and trained as a dramatherapist.
In 1993 I told my first story around the flickering flames of a campfire and
a love affair began with traditional storytelling that continues to the present day
in a professional capacity, teaching and performing for a wide range of
client-groups. The power and enchantment of the simple narrative form has
been a revelation and has sustained my curiosity and passion for this
mysterious, ancient and purely oral tradition and what it can contribute to
theatre making.

Check out Chris’ AiR offerings here.

Daniel Sarstedt

I have an MA in English from Copenhagen University supplemented with
Theatre studies at Rose Bruford College and I am currently teaching Theatre
and Theory of Knowledge at Copenhagen International School. Apart from
various freelance music and theatre projects, I am part of a group of close
collaborators – writing, recording, producing and performing mainly electronic
music, as well as recording on my own.
I believe strongly in the importance of collaboration in the arts. While I
love writing songs and music when it’s just me and a piano or computer, it is
through working with other artists that I really feel I thrive. This goes as much for
working with a group of young artists at an ISTA festival as for working in the
studio with the band finalising a track.

Tom Schulz

I was raised in northern California by German/Estonian immigrant parents. I
studied directing at Pomona College and San Francisco State University where I
founded Elbows Akimbo, serving as artistic director for seven years. I taught
theatre at Jakarta International School for 16 years and have been at Singapore
American School since 2011.
I help students create works of theatre that their peers find engaging,
entertaining and challenging. I enjoy reworking older scripts, collaborating with
playwrights to create new works, and devising with ensembles. I like to use
music, movement and singing in my work but my favourite pieces are not
traditional musicals.

Tom Scott

I'm in my 6th year working for ISTA full time. I'm the Event Manager and I'm
responsible for overseeing the quality and safety standards for all ISTA events
as well as coordinating work on event programming, artist in residency and risk
management. I live in Falmouth, United Kingdom with my partner Logan and
Working Cocker Spaniel, Leo.
I love talking to people and hearing their stories – human connection is
so powerful and I love nothing more than chatting to artists, teachers and
students from all corners of the world and sharing life with them. I’m also a
massive fan of yoga and flying amongst other things.
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Darren Scully

ISTA has been a big part of my life since the early 90s. I am proud to have been
vice president of ISTA and a trustee. You may have seen me as CD, Rep or host
of ISTA festivals both in Europe and Asia. I’m the artistic director at Western
International School of Shanghai.
I’ve directed a lot of theatre, from classic musicals to edgy experimental
work. More recently I have been working on re-interpreting classical texts
through physical theatre approaches and devised work in immersive,
site-specific venues. This year we launched an exciting initiative: the Performing
Arts Academy, Shanghai with the school’s ISTA artists.

Oliver Senton

I started out as a classical actor (RSC/West End). After studies at York
University and Bristol Old Vic, I was drawn to more experimental work, including
extensive exploration of long-form and narrative improvisation – from work in
drama schools to an annual 50-hour long improvised soap (though I still do a lot
of Shakespeare too).
I'm not really interested in doing things a 'right' way – helping students
and actors achieve what they don't realise is possible is much more interesting.
Improvising Shakespeare or musicals, performing 24-hour long plays or just
making disparate groups of people (in public schools or prisons) believe in
themselves – nothing is impossible with the right approach.

Liisa Smith

I grew up in the Canadian prairies and am now a Toronto-based artist. I
founded random acts of dance: a charitable organisation that creates, performs
and produces contemporary dance including a new community-minded festival:
Your Dance Fest. I have two young kids and love board games, tea and the
outdoors.
In my choreography I am intrigued by the slightest gesture juxtaposed
with grandiose movement. I fuse forms, melting different dance genres with
spoken word and original sound scores. I focus heavily on building audiences
and I love for art to surprise me thus take a huge interest in site-specific work.

Check out Liisa’s AiR offerings here.

Michael Smith

I have a BA in Acting (Screen & Stage) and a Master of Teaching (Secondary)
majoring in Drama and English. I teach these subjects at Sydney’s Trinity
Grammar School.
I love the art of storytelling and how this can be used to change the way
people view the inner and outer self. If someone walks out of the theatre with a
new perspective, we are gifting them the opportunity of change and that is a
beautiful thing.
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Sydney Smith

I was born in Ghana and moved to Greenwich in south east London as a child.
The youngest of five siblings I relied heavily on my imagination using reading
and roleplay with friends to escape my everyday reality, always yearning for
something more. Little surprise I decided to become an actor.
My passion lies in improvisation whilst highlighting emotional
commitment in performance. I am currently performing in Magic Goes Wrong at
the Vaudeville theatre in London's West End. I love performing, I love teaching. I
believe everyone can act and I want to help individuals at ISTA harness the full
power of their imagination.

Check out Sydney’s AiR offerings here.

Paul Sullivan

A graduate from NASDA, New Zealand, I have experience performing in a range
of theatre styles. My love of improv theatre was sparked as a performer and
later director of various improv troupes. I have taught drama at international
schools in Egypt and Vietnam and currently at Shanghai American School.
I am passionate about theatre that creates empathy and reveals our
humanness. Performance is an exchange of energy that should always be
present, playful and alive. I love the quote: 'If you don't risk failure, you won't
reach magic’. I am excited to be part of this global creative ISTA family.

Lian Sutton

I graduated from the BA (Hons) Acting programme at LASALLE, Singapore in
2014. In 2019, I completed my Masters in Arts Pedagogy and Practice by
researching the pre-performance rituals of professional actors. I am currently
co-founder of theatre collective; Dark Matter Theatrics and Artistic Director of
Nusantara Theatrical Combat (NTC).
I was brought up by traditional martial artist parents, so naturally I’m
drawn to the training of a performer, and developing the martial arts/performing
arts dichotomy. In 2020, I started NTC, a theatre company which promotes the
advancement of theatrical combat techniques inspired by southeast Asian
martial arts training and aesthetics.

Check out Lian’s AiR offerings here.

Sherri Sutton

I am a generator of ideas, a comic, a dream chaser, a writer/storyteller and a
passionate theatre educator. The IB has given me my artistic legs to ground me
and ISTA has given me my artistic wings to soar.
I am mad about stories. It is the essential ingredient for good theatre. I
am devoted to comedy. It is a dialogue with the audience. Playing the truth is
the hard part but it is where bliss is found.
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Helen Szymczak

I was born in Johannesburg, South Africa and attended the prestigious National
School of the Arts, the leading liberal arts high school in Africa. I obtained an
Honours degree from AFDA and my Masters of Arts in Cultural studies from the
University of London. Currently I am Head of Performing Arts at Marymount
International School in London.
Theatre is a universal art that travels, connects people and continents,
influences, enlightens – making one more aware of their world and their place in
it. It is a powerful and provocative medium and is an enormous part of who I am
as a human being.

Chilla Tamas

I’m the Aussie who went walkabout to Transylvania pursuing my love of folk
music and dance. In Australia I worked with Kengugro and The Transylvaniacs
creating original dance theatre before moving to Hungary where I teach middle
school drama. Outside of school, I perform with the Szeki Ruzsmarint dance
group.
My Masters of Drama in Education from Trinity College Dublin has
allowed me to combine two passions, drama and infusing host culture into my
work with students. I love exploring the traditions of other cultures as a stimulus
for devising.

Andy Tear

I am an actor, director and teacher with over 20 years of experience. I have
been living in Singapore for 21 years and performed in numerous productions,
such as Twelfth Night (SRT), The Pillowman (Pangdemonium) and Dealer’s
Choice (Pangdemonium) and also worked as a voiceover artist and in corporate
training.
I have always been interested in comedy – both physical (especially
Commedia) as well as working with a script, characterisation and timing. I am
interested in drawing on many influences in theatre: physical, musical,
dialogue-based and abstract.

Naima Thompson

I am from Trinidad & Tobago, studied in the United States and obtained a B.A.
in Communication Arts and a M.Ed. in International Education. I am a licensed
theatre arts teacher in the state of Massachusetts and an international theatre
arts teacher since 1992. I have lived and taught in several countries including
the US, Qatar, China, Thailand, Kenya, Turkey and Vietnam.
My pedagogical areas of interest include Augusto Boal’s Forum Theatre,
Meisner’s techniques, Stanislavski’s method acting, Brecht’s Epic Theatre, and
Peter Brook’s empty space. Additionally, I am the founder of the non-profit
Necessary Arts since 1996. With a wealth of experience in education, I am
excited to bring meaningful development to both teachers and students alike.
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Jess Thorpe

I am Associate Director of Dundee Rep theatre and Scottish Dance Theatre and
co-artistic director of my own award winning theatre company Glass
Performance. I work as a lecturer in the Arts in Justice at the Royal
Conservatoire of Scotland where I design and deliver creative projects in
prisons.
As an artist I am passionate about working with people to create original
theatre and about the questions we have about the world we live in. I believe in
art as a tool for social change and as a collective learning experience.

Check out Jess’ AiR offerings here.

Kristen van Ginhoven

I am a Canadian who lives in the United States. I work as a director, producer,
educator and actor. I’m drawn to stories that make me think, feel and question.
I crave theatre that is imaginatively done and ensemble based with lots of
movement and music.
My favourite job involves using the arts as activism in my role as artistic
director of WAM Theatre – creating theatre for everyone and benefitting women
and girls. It allows me to contribute as a philanthropist, which I love – as WAM
donates funds from each show towards creating opportunities for women and
girls. With WAM all my organisational and directing skills are rolled up into one
job.

Ellis van Maarseveen

I worked as an actor for stage, television and film as well as being a theatre
director, voice artist, casting director and a producer for television
documentaries. I have a Masters Applied Theatre Studies, I teach IB DP
Theatre, and while working in Japan, I studied Japanese theatre and culture.
Discovering theatre making skills builds passion for scrutinising human
creativity. Exploring intercultural creativity opens up new ways of thinking about
similarities and differences, which in turn open up innovative ways of creating.
It’s not a short journey but this is what interests me.

Check out Ellis’ AiR offerings here.

Ben Vardy

In 2011 I formed a theatre company, with eight friends, called the Wardrobe
Ensemble. Since then, we've made 16 shows that have toured across the
United Kingdom and internationally. Outside of theatre, I love playing
saxophone and creating puns. In 2017 I won a UK-wide, live-punning
competition called Pundemonium.
As a theatre maker, I am driven to create performances that feel alive,
accessible and exciting – that ignite the audience’s imaginations and make
them laugh, think and cry (not necessarily in that order).

40

Check out Ben’s AiR offerings here.

Sita Verma

I am of a Swedish-Indian-Danish mix with my roots scattered over the globe. I
studied acting with Uta Hagen in New York, Shakespeare with Shakespeare
and Company in MA and worked as an actor for 15 years. I have also worked
with the United Nations and I am the director of the Swedish Theatre
Association’s pedagogical department.
I am passionate about understanding how a character becomes truthful. I
love directing my students and helping them develop their characters. I was
introduced to ISTA when I started working in international schools and it truly
opened up my eyes to a different world. I have been a passionate ISTA fan ever
since.

Adam Walker

I trained in dance, drama and music at Birmingham and Warwick universities.
I’m currently Head of Arts at the ISF Academy Hong Kong where I’ve lived for
10 years. I’ve directed countless productions of both student and community
theatre from the streets of inner city Birmingham to an inflatable upside down
purple cow in Hong Kong.
I love working with new and exciting texts and combining these with
movement based experiences to create postmodern theatre with powerful
messages. On the other side of the coin, I love clowning with the broad
characters from British pantomime and tell as many double entendre jokes as
possible.

Rob Warren

Currently the Director of the Arts at the Atlanta International School, I empower
the school community to respond to future changes in education and the
integration of the arts. I’m involved in delivering our STEAM & Project Zero
programmes while fostering educational partnerships, and our interdisciplinary
and project-based learning.
To teach is to discover. The best classroom is not about the teacher but
it is about the student's inquiry. How the arts can offer educators solutions for
creating cultures of thinking and developing student-centred inquiry-based
learning inspires me on a daily basis.

Sherry Weeks

Born and educated in England I trained as a dancer at Guildford School of
Acting and danced professionally. I moved to Belgium with my family in 1996
where I directed and choreographed shows at the British School of Brussels.
For the past 19 years I have lived in Atlanta. I teach IB MYP Drama at Atlanta
International School.
As an artist I have a passion for design, shape and movement and
working with young people. I enjoy collaborating with others on projects and
productions whether it be directing, producing, choreographing, mask making
or designing and creating costumes.
41

Mike West

I have been a teacher for over thirty years. After teaching just about every
subject under the sun, it seems, for the last fifteen of those years I was uniquely
a theatre teacher. I developed the theatre programme at the International
School of Luxembourg for both the middle and upper schools and at IB level.
During that time I produced and directed many shows and musicals with
students covering quite a range: comedy, light opera, Shakespeare, farce, some
very dark plays and some very frothy ones. I am also a keen, frequent actor in
Luxembourg in both plays and musicals. My particular interest is in comedy.
Trying to get a laugh is actually an extremely skilful and vigorous activity. That
process fascinates me.

Michael Westberg

A passion for performing emerged during my early years and eventually led me
to pursue professional actor’s training in the United States and abroad. With a
BA in Voice and a Master of Drama Studies degree in Theater History and
Dramatic Literature I put an acting career on hold for a year to fill a teaching
position at the International School of Amsterdam.
That ‘one year’ has time-warped into over 30 years of performing and
teaching around the globe. As a practitioner and educator I am guided by the
belief that powerful life-changing and magical transformations occur within all of
us during the creation and performance of live theatre—and that being engaged
with the performing arts enriches the lives of everyone involved.

Georgia White

I work as the regional associate schools’ manager for the Royal Shakespeare
Company leading on our relationship with schools for whom we are a theatre
partner and our Shakespeare Ambassadors scheme. Alongside this role, I work
as a freelance theatre practitioner and director.
Delivering theatre workshops to street children in Nepal, engaging
community groups including refugees and asylum seekers in theatre workshops
and co-directing my own theatre company, are memorable experiences which
have ignited my artistic passion for working with people of all ages to create
theatre that unites, uplifts and inspires.

Check out Georgia’s AiR offerings here.

Paul Whiteley

Over the past 30 years I have worked the gamut of the arts, entertainment and
event industries as a performing artist, musician, artistic director, producer,
East-West broker, technician and teacher, spreading my time between Australia
and Asia. A musical theatre degree holder, I've toured in big production
musicals since 2000 and currently reside in Taiwan.
I get excited in a creative space. Any creative space. Creating something
from nothing and sharing it with the world excites me. And I love the ‘light bulb’
moment in teaching. Ownership of knowledge and the confidence to risk. In
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particular, I'm fascinated by the concept of communication and how it impacts
storytelling and the audience experience.

Check out Paul’s AiR offerings here.

Marsha Yalden

I live with my cat Fiona (and lots of koi fish too) on Cape Cod, Massachusetts,
USA. I studied Communications and Theatre at the University of New
Hampshire. I love theatre, of course, (attending shows, performing) but also love
gardening, reading, traveling and driving my Mini Cooper, Rocco.
As an artist, I enjoy exploring what works to create realistic characters.
Too often we get caught up in the spectacle of theatre, when what really
matters to me is bringing something to the stage that causes your audience to
suspend their disbelief and become lost in the performance before them.

Francois Zanini

Unattached, on top of the Cirque de Paris big top, I carefully raise the garland of
lights for the evening show. La Seine flows on the side and behind it, the tower
of my university, waiting to hear from my research about theatre and sport. The
lights slowly go up. The salary is symbolic. I’m on top of the world.
As an artist I’m chasing the 'magic moments' - those ephemeral instants
that lift the audience out of its skin and connect it with larger-than-life emotions.
Since these can happen in the middle of a chaotic street carnival, the silence of
a Shakespearean stage or under a circus big-top, I’m passionately exploring all
forms of live performance with a preference for the ones involving the active
body.
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